
PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNTY BOARD 
 

} State of Minnesota   
County of Kanabec      
Office of the County Coordinator 
 
August 17, 2005       
   

The Kanabec County Board of Commissioners met at 9:00am on Wednesday, August 17, 
2005 pursuant to adjournment with the following Board Members present: Stan Cooper, Kathi 
Ellis, Jerry Nelson and Dennis McNally.  Les Nielsen was absent by prior notice. 
 
 The Chairperson led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 Action #1 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried 
unanimously to approve the agenda and optional agenda. 
 
 Action #2 – It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Dennis McNally, and carried 
unanimously to approve the August 10, 2005 minutes of the Kanabec County Board of 
Commissioners as corrected: Show that item ‘a’ and item ‘c’ was taken off the consent agenda. 
Action #8, take out Les Nielsen’s name showing in the “In Favor Thereof” line. 
 

Action #3 -  It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to recess the board meeting at 9:06am to a time immediately following the Human 
Service Board. 
 

 
The Kanabec County Human Service Board met at 9:06am on Wednesday, August 17, 

2005 pursuant to adjournment with the following Board Members present: Kathi Ellis, Stan 
Cooper, Jerry Nelson, and Dennis McNally.  Phil Peterson, Family Service Agency Director, 
presented the Human Services agenda. Items discussed included the budget, staffing, finances, 
and other agency business. Also present was Fiscal Supervisor Terry Price. 
 
 Action #HS4 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried 
unanimously to approve the agenda of the Human Service Board with the addition of a The 
Refuge and abstract. 
 
 Action #HS5 - It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve payment of 138 claims on Welfare Funds totaling $164,877.87. 
 
 Action #HS6 -It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to adjourn the Human Service Board at 10:10am to meet again in regular session on 
Wednesday, September 21, 2005 at 9:05am. 
 

 
10:10am - The board resumed business. 



 
Action #7 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried 

unanimously to recess the board meeting at 10:12am to a time immediately following the Public 
Health Board. 

 
 
 The Kanabec County Public Health Board met at 10:12am on Wednesday, August 17, 
2005 pursuant to adjournment with the following Board Members present: Kathi Ellis, Stan 
Cooper, Jerry Nelson, and Dennis McNally.  Wendy Thompson, Public Health Director, 
presented the Health Board agenda. Items discussed included agency finances, contracts, staffing 
and other agency business. 
 
 Action #PH8 - It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Dennis McNally, and carried 
unanimously to approve the Public Health Board Agenda as presented. 
 
  

Action #PH9 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Jerry Nelson and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution PH9 - 08/17/05 
ORDER OF THE BOARD 

 
WHEREAS there are two vacancies in the position of Home Health Aide  

and 
 

WHEREAS the board desires to refill these vacant positions; 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the County Board authorizes Public Health Director 
Wendy Thompson and the County Personnel Director to hire two Home Health Aides to 
refill the vacant positions at Step A, Range 5 of the pay plan which is $12.13 per hour or 
the rate set by rule for internal promotion, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the hours of work for this position be  

limited to those budgeted. 
 
 Action #PH10 – It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Jerry Nelson and carried 
unanimously to submit the Public Health Nurse position to the pay consultant for a market value 
consultation. 
 
 Action #PH11 – It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Kathi Ellis and carried 
unanimously to approve payment of $625.00 to the “Commissioner of Finance, Treasurer 
Division” for state license to operate hospice program. 
 



Action #PH12 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried 
unanimously to adjourn the Public Health Board at 11:04am to meet again in regular session on 
Wednesday, September 14, 2005 at 10:05am. 

 
11:05am - The Chairperson then called for public comment.  Those who responded 

included:  
Bob Swetz Knife Lake residents are being treated unfair by 

the Knife Lake Improvement District. 
Bob Strom Comments about dust control 

 
 11:16am - The Chairperson closed public comment.   

 
 11:16am - The board took a 13-minute break. 
 
 11:30am – Bob Boese with the East Central Regional Library met with the County Board 
to discuss matters to present the Library’s Y2006 budget request.  The board took the matter 
under advisement.   
 

12:05pm – County Engineer Greg Nikodym met with the County Board to discuss 
matters concerning the Highway Department. 

 
Action #13 - It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Dennis McNally, and carried 

unanimously to approve payment of a $74,693.16 claim to Visser Scraper Service for work 
completed on SAP 33-624-03: construction of CSAH #24. 

 
Action #14 – It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 

unanimously to accept bids totaling $64.00 for excess used light fixtures.  
 

 12:17pm – County Assessor Dan Weber met with the County Board to discuss matters 
concerning his office.  
 
 Action #15 – It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 

Resolution 15 - 08/17/05 
ORDER OF THE BOARD 

 
WHEREAS the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners did find by Resolution 

15-7/13/05 that the position of Data Processing Assistant/Clerk II has so substantially 
changed as to require a reevaluation and did direct that the position be submitted to the 
pay consultant for review, and 

 
WHEREAS the consultant has returned an opinion that a new job rating does 

show a difference; 
 



BE IT RESOLVED to accept the recommendations of the Employer’s 
Association and County Assessor Dan Weber and accept the following revised point total 
for the position of Data Processing Assistant/Clerk II:     

 
Factor Level Points 
Qualifications q33 63 
Decisions d16 36 
Problem Solving p10 41 
Relationships r13 48 
Effort A ea5 4 
Effort B eb10 8 
Hazards h2 5 
Environment n4 5 

 
which results in a point total of 210 points which is Pay Range 6, and, 
 

BE IT RESOLVED to approve an increase from Pay Range 5 to Pay Range 6 
effective August 20, 2005 for the Data Processing Assistant/Clerk II and to request the 
Personnel Director to discuss approval of the change with the bargaining unit. 

   
 
 Action #16 – It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 

Resolution 16 - 08/17/05 
ORDER OF THE BOARD 

 
WHEREAS the board has evaluated the past 6 month’s job performance of 

County Assessor Dan Weber, and 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the board finds his performance to be satisfactory, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED to authorize the request to advance in pay from 

G18A at $25.88 per hour to G18B at $26.85 per hour effective at the beginning of the pay 
period including August 14, 2004. 

 
 
 Action #17 – It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 17 - 08/17/05 
  



 WHEREAS the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners has been presented 
with a request for lawful gambling within Kanabec County, and  

 
 WHEREAS the application was complete, included all necessary documentation, 
appears in accordance with County Policies and the facility owners are in good standing 
with the County; 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED to approve the Premises Permit Application for Braham 
Moose Lodge #1544 for charitable gambling held at Braham Moose Lodge #1544, 2353 - 
103rd Avenue, Braham, MN 55006. 
 

 
 Action #18 – It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve payment of a $691.18 claim to Hohn’s Auto Body for vehicle repairs. 
 
 Each commissioner gave a report of the activities of the Boards and Committees in which 
they participate. 
 
 12:50pm – Information Systems Director Jessie Ruckle met with the County Board to 
discuss matters concerning her 2006 budget proposal and cellular phones. 
 
 Action #19 – It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Jerry Nelson and carried 
unanimously to approve a two year corporate contract with Unicel for 24 county cellular phones. 
 
 1:12pm – Assistant County Attorney Amy Brosnahan met with the County Board to 
discuss matters concerning a criminal case. 
 
 Action #20 – It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Jerry Nelson and carried 
unanimously to authorize the County Attorney’s Office to expend approximately $2,500 for an 
expert witness for a upcoming criminal case. 
  
 1:20pm – County Auditor/Treasurer Denise Cooper met with the County Board to 
discuss matters concerning her 2006 budget proposal and auditing services. 
 
 Action #21 – It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Jerry Nelson and carried 
unanimously to approve a Representation Letter to Larson, Allen, Weishair & Co LLP dated July 
29, 2005 for auditing services for calendar year 2005. 
 
 1:50pm – County Attorney Joe Loren met with the County Board to present his Y2006 
budget request.  The board took the matter under advisement.   
 
 Commissioners resumed giving reports of the activities of the Boards and Committees in 
which they participate. 
 



 Action #22 - It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Jerry Nelson and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 

Resolution 22 - 08/17/05 
 
WHEREAS the Personnel Director has presented the board with a request for 

step advancement for certain Kanabec County Department Heads; 
 

BE IT RESOLVED to close the meeting at 2:12pm pursuant to the Open 
Meeting Law, Minnesota Statute §13D.05, subd.3 to evaluate the performance of County 
Coordinator Alan B. Peterson, Information Systems Director Jessie Ruckle, Public Health 
Service Director Wendy Thompson and Environmental Services Director Teresa Bearce. 

 
 
 
 Action #23 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Kathi Ellis and carried 
unanimously to reopen the meeting at 4:01pm. 
 
 
  

Action #24 – It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Dennis McNally and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 

Resolution 24 - 08/17/05 
BE IT RESOLVED to continue the performance evaluation of County 

Coordinator Alan B. Peterson, Information Systems Director Jessie Ruckle, Public Health 
Service Director Wendy Thompson and Environmental Services Director Teresa Bearce 
at the August 24, 2005 and September 14, 2005 County Board of Commissioners 
meetings. 

 
 

 
Action #25 - It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 

unanimously to adjourn at 4:12pm to meet in regular session on Wednesday, August 24, 2005 at 
6:30pm. 

 
 
 
Signed____________________________________________________ 

Chairperson of the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners,  
Kanabec County, Minnesota 

 
 

Attest: ________________________________ 
Kanabec County Coordinator 
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