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2016 - COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP – 2016 
  

ADVISORY BOARD to Snake River Water Management Board  
 Person  Appointed Expires  Term 

Wayne Zaudtke 02/11/15 01/02/18  1st   
Steve Haar  11/28/12 01/05/16  1st  

 
AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES COMMITTEE 
 Person   Appointed Expires  Term 

Dennis McNally  09/09/15    1st   
 Pat Christopherson 09/09/15    1st   
 
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

Regular Members: 
Person   Appointed Expires Term 
Pat O’Brien   03/25/15 01/02/18 1

st
  

Position A, Planning Commission Member 

Nick Solomon  02/12/14 01/03/17 2
ND

  
Position B, Unincorporated Area 

 Gene Carda   03/11/15 01/02/18 1
st
  

Position C, Regular Member   
 

Alternate Member: 
Charlie Strickland, Jr 01/28/15 01/02/18 2

nd
  

Position D, Alternate 
 

Description:  Collects information and conducts public hearings on variance requests pertaining 
to shoreline regulations as defined by the Kanabec County Shoreline Ordinance.  One must be 
from the Planning Commission.  One must be from an unincorporated area of the county (not in a 
city).  The implication in Statute is that the others be county residents, but it doesn’t explicitly state 
this.   
 

CAFETERIA (SECTION 125) PLAN COMMITTEE 
Person   Appointed Expires   Term 
Board Chairperson  05/28/97   n/a 
County Auditor  05/28/97   n/a 
Personnel Director  05/28/97   n/a 

Description: Considers exceptions and hardship cases under the county pre-tax spending plan for 
out of pocket medical expenses, insurance premiums and childcare. 

 
CENTRAL MINNESOTA COUNCIL ON AGING 

Person  Appointed Expires    Term 
Gene Anderson 01/05/16 01/08/19    3rd   

 
CENTRAL MINNESOTA JOBS & TRAINING 

Person  Appointed Expires    Term 
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Les Nielsen  01/06/15 01/02/18    5
th
  

 

CHILDREN’S JUSTICE INITIATIVE 

Person  Appointed Expires    Term 
Kathi Ellis  01/05/16 01/08/19    6

th
  

 
CITY/COUNTY AIRPORT ZONING BOARD 

Person  Appointed Expires    Term 
 Pat Christopherson 01/05/16 01/08/19    2

nd
   

 Ronald Peterson 01/06/15 01/02/18    3
rd

  
 
Description: This board is designated under state statute and consists of members appointed by 
the City of Mora and the county.  The board meets to make, revise and approve airport zoning. 
This is a Joint Airport Zoning Board pursuant to §360.063, Subd. 3. 

 
COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE      

Person   Appointed Expires   Term 
Danna Woods  02/12/14 01/03/17   2

ND
  

Pat Kaiser   02/12/14 01/03/17   4
TH

    
Jeanne McNally  01/05/16 01/08/19   1

st
  

Ellen Ryan   02/12/14 01/03/17   2
ND

  

 
COUNTY ASSESSOR 

Person   Appointed Expires   Term 
Karen McClellan  08/13/14 08/13/16     n/a 

4 year appointments.  90 day notice to not reappoint.  Must have Senior Accreditation from the 
State Board of Assessors or be able to obtain accreditation within 2 years.  Appointment must be 
approved by the State Commissioner of Revenue. 

 
COUNTY CORONER 

Person   Appointed Expires   Term 
 Dr. Michael McGee  12/02/15 01/3/17   n/a 

 
Must have successfully completed academic courses in pharmacology,  
surgery, pathology, toxicology, and physiology. Must appoint 30 days prior to expiration.  
Appointment must be made no later than 30 days before expiration. 

 
COUNTY ENGINEER 

Person   Appointed Expires   Term 
Chad Gramentz  05/13/15 05/30/19     n/a 

 Appointed per §163.07 

 
COUNTY SURVEYOR 

Person   Appointed Expires   Term 
Tyler Kroschel  12/02/15 01/07/19   n/a 
Must be licensed in Minnesota as a Land Surveyor.  (30 day notice to not reappoint) 

 
DITCH INSPECTOR 

Person   Appointed Expires   Term 
Chad Gramentz  01/07/14 01/03/17   n/a 
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E-911 COMMITTEE         

Person   Appointed Expires   Term 
 Kim Smith   01/05/16 01/08/19   4

th
   

 Dennis McNally(alternate) 01/06/15 01/02/18   1
st
  

Description: Works with the County Sheriff on issues regarding implementing Enhanced 911 
emergency phone service in Kanabec County. 
 
EAST CENTRAL REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Person   Appointed Expires   Term 
 Kathi Ellis   01/06/15 01/02/18   1

st
 

 
EAST CENTRAL REGIONAL LIBRARY     

Person   Appointed Expires   Term 
Gene Anderson  01/05/16 01/08/19   2

nd
     

Robert Jensen  01/07/14 01/03/17   1
st
  

Lise Arseneua Lee  02/11/15 01/02/18   1
st
  

Description: These three people represent Kanabec County on the six county East Central 
Regional Library Board.  This library system serves Aitkin, Chisago, Isanti, Kanabec, Mille Lacs 
and Pine Counties.  Must be a resident of Kanabec County.  Not more than one commissioner. 

 
EAST CENTRAL SOLID WASTE COMMISSION 

Person  Appointed Expires  Term 
Dennis McNally 01/05/16 01/08/19  1

st
   

 
Alternate 
Les Nielsen  01/05/16 01/08/19  1st 

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY 

Person  Appointed Expires  Term 
Dan Johnson  12/02/15 01/07/20  1

st
   

Doyle Jelsing  12/02/15 01/07/20  1
st
   

Jerry Tvedt  12/02/15 01/07/20  1
st
   

Lisa Holcomb 12/02/15 01/07/20  1
st
   

Sara Treiber  12/02/15 01/07/20  1
st
   

Jack L’Heureux 12/02/15 01/07/20  1
st
   

Ivan Black  12/16/15 01/07/20  1
st
  

Gene Anderson 12/02/15 01/07/20  1
st
   

Kathi Ellis  12/02/15 01/07/20  1
st
   

 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE BOARD 

Person  Appointed Expires    Term 
 Les Nielsen  01/07/14 01/03/17    4

th
  

 Kim Smith  01/06/15 01/02/18    Alternate  1
st
 

2 year terms.  Limited to 3 terms. 
 

 Advisory Committee 
 Dan Wilder  01/05/16 01/08/19    1

st
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alternate -Vacant  01/10/07 01/04/10    1
st
  

Advisory Committee meets 6 times per year. 

 
EXTENSION COMMITTEE 

Person  Appointed Expires District Term 
Terry Samela 04/08/15 01/02/18         1  1

st
 

Faye Caroll  02/12/14 01/03/17      2  2
nd

  
Jean Mattson 01/06/15 01/02/18      3  2

nd
  

Bryon Anderson  01/07/14 01/03/17      4  1
st
  

Victor Stenberg 01/06/15 01/02/18      5  2
nd

  
Paula Weber  01/06/15 01/02/18  At large 1

st
 

Kim Smith            01/06/15 01/02/18     Commissioner 2
nd

  
Gene Anderson 2015 Chairperson of the County Board (Statutory) 
Denise Cooper  2015 Auditor/Treasurer (Statutory):  

 

Description: The Minnesota State Legislature established County Extension Committees in 1923. 
The statue mandates a committee of nine:  

1. The chair of the County Board of Commissioners,  
2. One other commissioner  
3. The County Auditor (or their designee) as Secretary  
4. Six county residents selected by the County Board.   

Committee responsibilities include: attending Extension Committee meetings, Performance 
evaluation of the educators, program development, assist in marketing Extension programs, and 
evaluation and budget development. 

 

FEMA BOARD 
Person  Appointed Expires    Term 
Rose Linder  01/05/16 01/08/19    2

nd
  

Description: The Federal Government gives counties money for emergency use.  FEMA meets 
once a year to decide how the money should be spent.  Applications are obtained by agencies 
and groups that need assistance (ie: food shelves).  This money is intended to alleviate housing 
and food shortages. 
 
HOSPITAL BOARD:   
 Person   Appointed Expires  Term  

Paul Kent     01/05/16 01/08/19  3
rd

   
Dr. Donner   01/05/16 01/08/19  3

rd
   

Dr. Jack Schwinghammer 01/06/15 01/02/18  2
nd

  
Teri Heggerness  01/06/15 01/02/18  2

nd
 

Robert Musgrove  01/06/15 01/02/18  2
nd

 
Becky Steffan  12/18/13 01/03/17  1st 
Amy Anderson  12/18/13 01/03/17  1st 
Kim Smith     01/05/16 01/08/19  4

th
    

Kathi Ellis   01/07/17 01/03/17  5
th
    

   
Description: This is the governing board of the Kanabec Hospital.  Must be a resident of Hospital 
Service area.   
 

HOUSING REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY BOARD 

Person   Appointed Expires  Term  
Gene Anderson (Chair)  01/05/16 01/03/17  N/A 
Kathi Ellis   01/05/16 01/03/17  N/A  
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 Dennis McNally   01/05/16 01/03/17  N/A 
 Kim Smith   01/05/16 01/03/17  N/A 
 Les Nielsen (Vice -Chair) 01/05/16 01/03/17  N/A 
 

Pat Christopherson, Board Secretary Appointed 01/08/13   non-voting 

 
Description: Yearly terms. Chair and Vice-chair will match the chair and vice chair of the County 
Board of Commissioners. 

 
INSURANCE COMMITTEE 
 Person  Appointed Expires Representing Term 
     Members:  
 Gene Anderson 01/06/15 01/02/18 [Commissioners] 1st 

Roberta Anderson 01/07/14 01/03/17 [Local 320]  3
rd

  
 Dale Magnuson 01/07/14 01/03/17 [Local 49]  4

th
  

 Vacant      [Local 107]    
 Paula Weber  01/07/14 01/03/17 Local 363]  2

nd
  

 Todd Eustice  01/06/15 01/02/18 [Dept Heads]  2
nd

  
 Kate Mestnik  01/06/15 01/02/18  [Non-union]  1

st
  

 Justin Frisch  06/11/14 01/03/17 Local 106  1
st
 partial 

 Kim Pautsch  [Secretary] indeterminate term  
Pat Christopherson n/a - ex officio    

 

Insurance Committee Alternates: 
 Kim Smith  01/06/15 01/02/18 [Commissioners] 1

st
 

Diane Weepie 01/07/14 01/03/17 [Local 320]  4
th
  

 Jesse Stegeman 01/05/16 01/08/19 [Local 49]  3
rd

   
Vacant       [Local 106] 
Vacant      Local 107 

 Denise Cooper 01/06/15 01/02/18 [Dept Heads]  2
nd

  
 Barb McFadden 01/06/15 01/02/18  [Non-union]  3

rd
  

 Karen McClellan 01/06/15 01/02/18       [Non-union]  4
th
  

  

JUVENILE DETENTION CENTER ADVISORY BOARD 
Person  Appointed Expires  Term 

Advisory Board 
Les Nielsen  01/07/14 01/03/17  5

th
  

Todd Eustice  01/06/15 01/02/18  5
th
  

 
Operations Sub-Committee 

Todd Eustice  01/07/14 01/03/17  5
th
  

Description: Part of the East Central Regional Juvenile Detention Center Joint Powers Board to 
set policy and make financial decisions for the Juvenile Detention Center in Lino Lakes. 
 

KANABEC/PINE COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES BOARD  
Person  Appointed Expires  Term 
Kim Smith  01/05/16 01/03/17  2

nd
  

Kathi Ellis  01/05/16 01/03/17  2
nd

     
 Dr. Bostrom, Medical Consultant 
 Wendy Thompson, Administrator 
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2015 Pine County representatives: Commissioner Steve Hallen and Commissioner 
Steve Chaffee 
  
Description: Kanabec County Public Health and Pine County Public Health merged on January 1, 
2015. The board will consist of 3 commissioners from one county and 2 commissioners from one 
county, this will alternate every year.  

 
KANABEC/PINE COMMUNITY HEALTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
Kanabec County  Pine County 
Patt Kaiser   Julie Werner 
Ellen Ryan   Pauline Amundson 
Danna Woods  Rebecca Fahning 
Noelle Niskanen  Vacant 
 
Description: This committee will meet 3 times per year and is made up of 4 
representatives from each counties. Representatives will serve 3 year terms and cannot 
serve more than 3 consecutive terms.  

 
LAKES & PINES COMMUNITY ACTION COUNCIL BOARD    

Person  Appointed Expires    Term 
Gene Anderson 01/05/16 01/08/19    3

rd
   

 
LAW LIBRARY 

Person  Appointed Expires    Term 
Gene Anderson 01/07/14 01/03/17    2

nd
  

 
MAGIC FUND DESIGNEE 

Person  Appointed Expires    Term 
Denise Cooper 02/25/98 Indefinite    n/a 

Description: This is the person designated by the board to manage funds in the Association of 
Minnesota Counties investment pool. 
 
MINNESOTA COUNTIES COMPUTER COOPERATIVE 

Person  Appointed Expires    Term 
Delegate  

Karen McClellan 04/12/95 no term limit 

Alternates:  
Denise Cooper 01/04/98 no term limit 
Diane Weepie 01/10/07 no term limit 
 

Description: MCCC is a joint power organization providing services, software and other cost-effective 
measures, to substantially reduce the cost of data processing for Minnesota Counties.  MCCC 
cooperatively provides for establishment, operation and maintenance of data processing facilities and 
management information systems.  MCCC uses regionally elected representatives on various committees 
to conduct day-to-day operations.  Several user groups are organized around the use of common business 
needs, software products and systems.  The Board of Directors is made up of one delegate from each 
member county and meets annually to set policies and the budget.  The user group committees are elected 
regionally and hold monthly or as needed meetings. 
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NORTH TH 65 CORRIDOR COALITION 

Person   Appointed Expires  Term 
Delegate  

Dennis McNally  01/06/15 01/02/18  1
st
  

 
Alternates:  

Kathi Ellis   01/07/14 01/03/17  4
th
  

 
VISION STATEMENT:  The general purpose of this agreement is to create an organization through which 
the members that are parties to this Agreement may jointly and cooperatively plan for and maximize the 
opportunities for sub-regional transportation and transit development, quality growth and diversification 
along TH 65 through a system of collaboration, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, 2004, Section 471.59.  
 

OUTLOOK HEALTH SERVICES BOARD      
Person  Appointed Expires Term 
Kathi Ellis:  01/05/16 01/08/19 6

th
  

 
PERSONNEL BOARD OF APPEALS  
 Person  Appointed Expires Term 

Jason Walstrom 01/06/15 01/02/18 1
st
  

Denise Akerman 01/06/15 01/02/18 1
st
   

Leona Dressel 02/11/15 01/02/18 1
st
  

 
Description: Three county residents who are not county employees or elected officials.  The 
Board of Appeals meets upon call to hear the filing of an appeal by an applicant for county job or 
a county employee concerning discrimination practices, alleged arbitrary capricious action on the 
part of the County Board with respect to rules included in the Act, or other matters or grievances 
under the authority of this Act (M.S. §375.65 & 375.66). 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION       

Person   Appointed Expires  Term 
Dale Voge   02/12/14 01/03/17  4

th
  

Tom Jones   01/05/16 01/08/19  1
st
  

Dennis McNally  01/05/16 01/02/18  1
st
  

Randy Nummela  02/12/14 01/03/17  3
rd

   
Ron Halline   01/05/16 01/08/19  1

st
   

Jerry Tvedt   01/05/16 01/08/19  1
st
  

Chad Gramentz (non-voting) 01/06/15 01/02/18  1
st
 

Pat O’Brian (Board of Adjustment member)  

Must be a resident of Kanabec County. At least two must be from unincorporated areas of the 
county (not in a city).  No more than one shall be an employee or elected official  
of the County.  One must be from the Board of Adjustment. No voting member shall have 
received, during the 2 years prior to appointment, any substantial portion of income from  
business operations involving the development of land within the county for urban and urban 
related purposes. 

Description:    Reviews proposed plats and makes recommendations to the County 
 Board concerning implementation of the Kanabec County Subdivision and Platting 
 Ordinance.  Periodically, the Planning Commission reviews existing County Ordinances 
 and makes recommendations to the County Board regarding changes. 
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POST ELECTION REVIEW BOARD 
Person   Appointed Expires   Term 

Election Judges: 
Gladys Nelson  11/12/08 10/31/12   2

nd
  

Anna (Boots) Krummel 11/12/08 10/31/12   2
nd

  
Rhonda Bergstad  11/12/08 10/31/12   2

nd
  

Alternate Election Judge  

M. Dorothy Hanson  11/12/08 10/31/12   2
nd

  
Lois Strelow   11/12/08 10/31/12   1

st
  

 

RAILROAD AUTHORITY BOARD 

Person  Appointed Expires  Term  
 Dennis McNally 01/05/16 01/03/17  N/A 

Gene Anderson 01/05/16 01/03/17  N/A 
 Les Nielsen  01/05/16 01/03/17  N/A 
 Kathi Ellis  01/05/16 01/03/17  N/A 
 

Kim Smith 
 

01/05/16 01/03/17  N/A 
 

Pat Christopherson, Board Clerk Appointed 01/03/12   non-voting 
 

RAILROAD AUTHORITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Person   Appointed Expires Represents  Term  
 Gene Anderson, Chairperson ex officio (voting)   

Joel Dhein   01/06/15 01/02/18 City of Mora  4
th
  

 Randy Golly   01/06/15 01/02/18 Whited Township 3
rd

 
 

Bruce Anderson
   

01/06/15 01/02/18 Comfort Township 4
th
   

Mike Papenhausen  01/06/15 01/02/18 At Large  4
th
  

Lanny Stegeman  01/05/16 01/08/19 At Large  4
th
   

Gordon Gullixson  01/05/16 01/08/19 City of Quamba 2
nd

  
 

Pat Christopherson, Advisory Committee Clerk Appointed 01/04/11   non-voting 
 

REGIONAL RADIO BOARD (Commissioner needs to be the primary representative) 
Person  Appointed Expires Term  
Dennis McNally 01/06/15 01/02/18 1

st
  

 Brian Smith   01/06/15 01/02/18 1
st
   

  (Alternate) 
 

SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 Person  Appointed Expires Representing Term 

 Chad Gramentz 11/09/11 n/a, Ex-Officio (Safety Officer) 
 Joanne Nelson 01/07/14 01/03/17 Sheriff’s Office 2

nd
  

 Robin Etter  01/28/15  01/02/18 Sheriff’s Office 5
th
   

 Dave Mulvaney 01/05/16 01/08/19 Courthouse  1
st
  

 Lynette Storrar 01/07/14 01/03/17 Courthouse  2
nd

  
 Kathi Burski      01/06/15 01/02/18 Public Service Bldg 3

rd
  

 Luann Beachem  01/06/15 01/02/18 Public Service Bldg 3
rd

  
 Jim Gilles  01/07/14 01/03/17 Highway Building 2

nd
  

 Jesse Stegeman 01/06/15 01/02/18 Highway Building 2
nd
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SNAKE RIVER WATERSHED 
Person  Appointed Expires Term 
Kim Smith  01/05/16 01/08/19 4

th
   

 
SOUTHERN MINNESOTA COUNTY BASED PURCHASING 

Person   Appointed Expires Term 
Kathi Ellis   01/06/15 01/02/18 3

rd
    

Dennis McNally (alternate) 01/06/15 01/02/18 1
st
  

 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE COALITION 

Person   Appointed Expires Term 
Les Nielsen   01/05/16 01/08/19 4

th
   

 
TIMBER TRAILS ADVISORY BOARD 

Person  Appointed Expires Term 
Primary 

Kim Smith  01/05/16 01/08/19 4
th
   

Alternate 
 Gene Anderson 01/06/15 01/02/18 1

st
  

 

UNION NEGOTIATION COMMITTEES: 2016      

County Coordinator plus; 
LELS Local 107 (Jailers/Dispatchers): Kim Smith, Gene Anderson  

LELS Local 106 (Deputies):  Kathi Ellis, Gene Anderson 

Teamsters Local 320 (Courthouse): Dennis McNally, Kim Smith 

Oper. Engineers Local 49 (Highway): Les Nielsen, Dennis McNally 

Laborers Local 563 (Welfare):  Kathi Ellis, Les Nielsen 
 

VETERAN SERVICE OFFICER 
Person   Appointed Expires   Term 
Lowell Sedlacek  01/08/13 01/16/17   n/a 

(90 day notice to not reappoint)   
 

VOTING DELEGATES to Association of MN Counties (Annual appointment) 
All Five (5) Commissioners, plus; 

1. Pat Christopherson 
2. 
3.  

Description: At the Annual AMC Conference, each county is allowed eight delegates; usually the 
five commissioners and three staff people. 
 
WATER PLAN          
Person  Appointed Expires Represents   Term  
Chad Gramentz 01/06/15 01/02/18     2

nd
  

Teresa Wickeham ex-officio   Water Plan Coordinator 
Vacant  01/23/13 01/05/16 Public Health   5

th
  

Allan Ambrose 04/06/16 01/08/19 Citizen Appointee  1
st
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Vacant  01/23/13 01/05/16 Kanabec Soil & Water 5
th
  

Vacant  01/03/12 01/09/15 Citizen Appointee  1
st
  

Gene Anderson 01/28/15 01/02/18 County Board  2
nd

  
 

Description: Recommendations regarding the Kanabec County Comprehensive Local Water Plan 
occurs through the Kanabec County Water Plan Task Force Committee.  This committee meets 
upon the request of the County Board and makes recommendations on the coordination and 
implementation of the plan. There is technical advice assigned to the Soil & Water Conservation 
District, Natural Resources Conservation Service, County Extension, County Public Health, 
County Zoning, County Wetland Administrator, DNR, etc. as requested by the Task Force.  

 
** UPDATED: 01/11/16 
 
 
S:\Public\Word\Listings\Committe Listing.doc 
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County Commissioner Appointments, as of 01/06/15 
 

Appointment 
Dennis 

McNally 

Gene 

Anderson 

Les 

Nielsen 
Kathi Ellis 

Kim 

Smith 

Central Minnesota Jobs & Training   X    

Children’s Justice Initiative    X  

E-911 Committee     X 

E-911 Alternate X     

East Central Regional Development     X  

East Central Regional Library  X    

East Central Solid Waste Commission X     

ECSWC Alternate   X   

Emergency Medical Service Board   X    

Emergency Medical Alternate     X 

Extension Committee  X   X 

Hospital Board    X X 

Housing and Redevelopment Authority X X X X X 

Insurance Committee  X    

Insurance Comm. Alternate     X 

Juvenile Detention Center Advisory Board   X   

Kanabec/Pine Community Health Services Board    X X 

Lakes & Pines Board  X    

Law Library  X     

North Highway 65 Corridor Coalition X     

North Highway 65 Corridor Coalition Alternate    X  

Outlook Health Services Board    X  

Planning Commission X     

Railroad Authority Board X X X X X 

Railroad Authority Advisory Committee  X    

Regional Radio Board X     

Snake River Watershed     X 

Southern MN County Based Purchasing    X  

Southern MN County Based Purchasing Alternate X     

Substance Abuse Coalition   X   

Timber Trails Advisory Board     X 

             Timber Trails Alternate  X    

Negotiating Team: Local 107 (Jailer/Dispatcher)  X   X 

Negotiating Team: Local 320 (Courthouse) X    X 

Negotiating Team: Local 106 (Deputies)  X  X  

Negotiating Team: Local 49 (Highway) X  X   

Negotiating Team: Local 363 (Welfare)   X X  

Water Plan  X    

TOTAL APPOINTMENTS 10 12 9 11 12 

 


