
PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNTY BOARD  
 

} State of Minnesota   
County of Kanabec 
Office of the County Coordinator 
 
December 15, 2004 
 

The Kanabec County Board of Commissioners met at 9:00am on Wednesday, December 
15, 2004 pursuant to adjournment with the following Board Members present: Stan Cooper, 
Kathi Ellis, Jerry Nelson, Les Nielsen, and Dennis McNally.   
 
 The Chairperson led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 Action #1 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Stan Cooper, and carried 
unanimously to approve the agenda with the addition of Hospital By-Laws. 
 

Action #2 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 
unanimously to recess the board meeting at 9:06am to a time immediately following the Human 
Service Board. 
 
 

The Kanabec County Human Service Board met at 9:06am on Wednesday, December 
15, 2004 pursuant to public notice with the following Board Members present: Kathi Ellis, Stan 
Cooper, Jerry Nelson, Les Nielsen, and Dennis McNally.  Phil Peterson, Family Service Agency 
Director, presented the Human Services agenda. Items discussed included the budget, staffing, 
finances and other agency business.    
 
 Action #HS3 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve the agenda of the Human Service Board with the following additions: 
  8.  Integrated Service Proposal 
  9.  ITV 
  10. Approve the abstract 
  11. 2005 Budget 
 
 Action #HS4 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 
unanimously to approve an agreement between the Kanabec County Family Service Agency, 
Rum River Special Education Cooperative (Braham Schools #314, Mora Public Schools #332 
and Ogilvie Public School #333), Kanabec County Public Health and Lakes & Pines Headstart 
titled “Kanabec County Interagency Early Intervention Services Agreement.” 
 
 Action #HS5 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Stan Cooper, and carried 
unanimously to approve payment of 142 claims totaling $164,354.44 on Welfare Funds. 
 



Action #HS6 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to adjourn the Human Service Board at 10:15am. 
 
 
 The meeting of the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners resumed. 
 

Action #7 – It was moved by Stan Cooper, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to recess the board meeting at 10:16am to a time immediately following the Public 
Health Board. 

 
 
 The Kanabec County Public Health Board met at 10:16am on Wednesday, December 
15, 2004 pursuant to public notice with the following Board Members present: Kathi Ellis, Stan 
Cooper, Jerry Nelson, Les Nielsen, and Dennis McNally.  Wendy Thompson, Public Health 
Director, presented the Health Board agenda. Items discussed included agency finances, 
contracts, staffing and other agency business. 
 
 Action #PH8 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve the Public Health Board Agenda with the addition of Bioterrorism 
Preparedness Update. 
 
 Action #PH9 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Stan Cooper, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution PH9 - 12/15/04 
ORDER OF THE BOARD 

 
WHEREAS Public Health Service Director Wendy Thompson has requested the  

addition of a Public Health Nurse position, and 
 

WHEREAS the board desires to fill this position; 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the County Board authorizes Public Health Service 
Director Wendy Thompson and the County Personnel Director to hire a full-time Public 
Health Nurse to fill the position at Step A, Range 11 of the pay plan which is $17.21 per 
hour or the rate set by rule for internal promotion, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the hours of work for this position be 

limited to those budgeted, and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that authorization to fill and continue this 

position is contingent upon South Country Health Alliance funds with no local tax dollars 
involved; approval for this position will expire concurrent with loss of South Country 
Health Alliance funds. 

 



 
 Action #PH10 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution PH10 - 12/15/04 
ORDER OF THE BOARD 

 
WHEREAS Public Health Service Director Wendy Thompson has requested the  

addition of a part-time Public Health Nurse position, and 
 

WHEREAS the board desires to fill this position; 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the County Board authorizes Public Health Service 
Director Wendy Thompson and the County Personnel Director to hire a part-time Public 
Health Nurse working up to 16 hours per week to fill the position at Step A, Range 11 of 
the pay plan which is $17.21 per hour or the rate set by rule for internal promotion, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the hours of work for this position be 

limited to those budgeted. 
 
 
 Action #PH11 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution PH11 - 12/15/04 
ORDER OF THE BOARD 

 
  BE IT RESOLVED to increase the hours of Public Health Nurse Roberta Sjodin  

from 32 to 40 hours per week effective January 8, 2005. 
 
 
 Action #12 - It was moved by Stan Cooper, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution PH12 - 12/15/04 
ORDER OF THE BOARD 

 
  WHEREAS the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners did authorize the  

hiring of a Home Health Aide Coordinator by Resolution 11-11/17/04, and 
 
 WHEREAS the Public Health Service Director has recommended beneficial  
changes to the job duties which would make it different than the job advertised, and 
 



 WHEREAS a soon to be retired employee has volunteered to fill the reduced 
position; 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED to rescind Board Resolution 11-11/17/04 and close the  
Home Health Aide Coordinator position vacancy, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED to transfer the responsibility of placing clients  
on the homemaker-only program from the Home Health Aide Coordinator position to a  
Home Care LPN position, and 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED to appoint Connie Strandberg to the reduced Home  
Health Aide Coordinator position at 24 hours per week and pay step G7F, $16.18 per  
hour effective February 1, 2005.  

 
 

Action #PH13 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to adjourn the Public Health Board at 11:22am. 
 
 
 The meeting of the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners resumed. 
  

11:22am - The Chairperson then called for public comment.  Those who responded  
included:  

 
Don Schmeltzer Read from a letter from the County Attorney’s 

Office regarding Shorelands and asked about 
future use. 

Bob Mayo Read from a letter from the County Attorney’s 
Office regarding Shorelands and commented. 

Bob Swetz Concerns about size of septic system for trailer 
court and proposed jail. 

 
 11:55am - The Chairperson closed public comment. 
 
 The board took a 10 minute break and returned at 12:05pm. 
 

Action #14 – It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to recess the board meeting at 12:05pm to a time immediately following the 
Railroad Authority. 

 
 

The Kanabec County Regional Railroad Authority met at 12:05am on Wednesday, 
December 15, 2004 pursuant to recess with the following Board Members present: Kathi Ellis, 
Stan Cooper, Jerry Nelson, Les Nielsen, and Dennis McNally.   

 



Action #RR15 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried 
unanimously to approve the Railroad Authority agenda as presented. 
  
 
 Action #RR16 - It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution RR16 - 12/15/04 
 
  WHEREAS the City of Quamba has requested the appointment of Vonnie  

Tuomala to the Advisory Committee; 
 
  BE IT RESOLVED to appoint Vonnie Tuomala to the Railroad Authority  

Advisory Committee as the City of Quamba representative for a term commencing  
immediately and expiring January 7, 2008. 

 
 

Action #RR17 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Stan Cooper, and carried 
unanimously to recess the Kanabec County Regional Railroad Authority at 12:31pm to meet  
again in continued session on Wednesday, January 19, 2005 at 11:45am in Room 164 of the 
Kanabec County Courthouse (known as the Commissioner’s Board Room). 

 
 
Respectfully submitted: ____________________________________________ 
     Kathi Ellis, Secretary-Treasurer 
 

 
 The meeting of the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners resumed. 
 
 Action #18 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 
unanimously to approve the December 8, 2004 minutes of the Kanabec County Board of 
Commissioners as corrected: 
  a. Action #2 - Change ‘with’ to ‘between.’ 
  b. Action #2 - add the word ‘Kanabec’ to the recitation of counties 
  c. Action #9 - Delete the language and indicate the action was not used 
 
 12:32pm - Environmental Services Director Teresa Bearce met with the County Board to 
discuss fees.  No action was taken at this time. 
 
 12:50pm - County Assessor Sue Kondratowicz met with the County Board to discuss 
abatements. 
 
 Action #19 - It was moved by Stan Cooper, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 



Resolution 19 - 12/15/04 
 

WHEREAS the County Assessor has found clerical errors made on the data for 
certain properties in Kanabec County, and 

 
WHEREAS the County Assessor and County Auditor have indicated their 

approval of the correction of the errors as indicated by their signatures below,  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the County Board accept the recommendations of the 

County Assessor and the County Auditor and exercise the County Board’s authority 
under Minnesota Statute 375.192, Subd. 2 to approve the correction of the clerical errors 
as follows: 

Chg       
Add Prcl # Name Land Bldg NC Reason 
Del             
Chg 06.01440.00 Gary Crider 78000 90500 90500 New hse. value not transferred
Chg 33.00430.00 Arlan Bachman 46000 181900  Split data entered incorrectly 
Chg 23.00295.10 St. Kathryn Church  Class change missed 
Chg 04.02380.00 Jonathan Martin 15000 0  Hse. value on 2 parcels 
Chg 09.01020.00 Thomas Honstrom 69300 29500  Bldgs on wrong parcel  
Chg 09.01020.00 George Bauer 35100 33700  Bldgs on wrong parcel  
 
 
 Action #20 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 20 - 12/15/04 
 
  WHEREAS Tax Court of the Tenth Judicial District did decree that property 
 of Daniel and Gloria Hair be classified as Residential Homestead for payable year 2004,  

and 
 

WHEREAS the County Assessor and County Auditor have indicated their 
acceptance of the correction of the errors as indicated by their signatures on the 
abatement; 

 
BE IT RESOLVED to approve the abatement for classification of Parcel 

R03.03190.00 (Lot 18, Block 1, Kay-Mar Shores) as Residential Homestead for payable 
year 2004. 

 
 
 12:55pm - Court Administrator Rosemary Nelson met with the County Board to discuss 
matters concerning a shredder purchase. 
 
 Action #21 - Les Nielsen introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption: 



 

Resolution 21 - 12/15/04 
 
  BE IT RESOLVED to authorize the Court Administrator to purchase a shredder 
 at a cost not to exceed $900.00. 
 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Dennis 
McNally and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted: 
 

IN FAVOR THEREOF: Dennis McNally, Jerry Nelson, Les Nielsen, Kathi Ellis 
OPPOSED: Stan Cooper 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
whereupon the resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.  
 
 
 
 1:01pm - County Sheriff Steve Schulz met with the County Board to discuss matters 
concerning fees. 
 
 Action #22 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve a $100 Sheriff’s Office fee for filing Notice of Intention to Redeem for 
Junior Creditors. 
 
 Action #23 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 23 - 12/15/04 
 
  WHEREAS County Policy P-117 allows a starting pay higher than Step A for 
 a person with advanced qualifications, and 
 
  WHEREAS the Public Health Service Director has requested authority to extend 
 such an offer; 
 
  BE IT RESOLVED to authorize Public Health Service Director Wendy  

Thompson to offer up to Step C on the pay plan for a Public Health Nurse who meets the  
requirements set forth in P-117 for the position authorized by the Kanabec County Board  
of Commissioners on Resolution PH12-11/17/04. 

 
 
 
 1:21pm - David Wright met with the County Board to discuss matters concerning 
Information Systems. 
 



 Action #24 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Stan Cooper, and carried 
unanimously to authorize the purchase of antivirus software from CDWG at a cost of 
$15,787.58. 
 
 Each commissioner gave a report of the activities of the Boards and Committees in which 
they participate. 
 
 Action #25 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve payment of a $15,935.89 claim to Wells Fargo Bank for the December 
East Central Solid Waste Commission bond payment. 
 
 Action #26 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Stan Cooper, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 26 - 12/15/04 
 

WHEREAS the county board decided by Resolution #4-08/25/04 to refill the 
 impending vacancy in the position of County Assessor, and 
 

WHEREAS the board has solicited candidates, examined their credentials, 
conducted interviews, performed background checks and is prepared to make a job offer; 

 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED to offer Tom Burham the position of 

Kanabec County Assessor for a term beginning January 3, 2005 and expiring December 
31, 2008, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the starting pay will be Step GA at $25.88  
per hour, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that there will be a 6-month probationary  
period. 

 
 
 Action #27 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 
unanimously to approve the December 2, 2004  minutes of the Kanabec County Board of 
Commissioners Truth in Taxation Hearing as corrected: 
  a. Show Commissioner Stan Cooper as present 
  b. Show Commissioner Dennis McNally as absent 
 
 2:45pm - Commissioner Jerry Nelson left the meeting. 
 
 Action #28 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 28 – 12/15/04 



 
 WHEREAS the term of Dr. Michael McGee as County Coroner expires January 
3, 2005, and 

 
 WHEREAS Minnesota Statute §375.08 requires the County Board to appoint a 
Coroner; 
  

BE IT RESOLVED to appoint Dr. Michael B. McGee, M.D. as County Coroner 
effective January 4, 2005 for a term ending January 3, 2006.     

 
 
 4:05pm - Commissioner Jerry Nelson returned to the meeting. 
 
 Action #29 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Dennis McNally, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 29 – 12/15/04 
 
  WHEREAS the term of Veteran Service Officer Lowell Sedlacek expires January  

17, 2005, and 
 
 WHEREAS the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners is satisfied in all  
respects with the performance of Sedlacek; 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED to reappoint Lowell Sedlacek to a new four year term  
commencing January 18, 2005 and expiring January 17, 2009.   

 
 

Action #30 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Stan Cooper, and carried 
unanimously to adjourn at 4:36pm to meet in regular session on Wednesday, December 22, 2004 
at 6:30pm. 
 
 
 

Signed____________________________________________________ 
Chairperson of the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners,  
Kanabec County, Minnesota 

 
 
 

Attest: ________________________________ 
Kanabec County Coordinator 
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