
PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNTY BOARD 
 
State of Minnesota 
County of Kanabec 
Office of the County Coordinator 
 
December 17, 2003 
 

The Kanabec County Board of Commissioners met at 9:00am on Wednesday, December 
17, 2003 pursuant to adjournment with the following Board Members present: Kathi Ellis, Stan 
Cooper, Jerry Nelson, Les Nielsen, and Dennis McNally. 
 
 The Chairperson led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried unanimously to 
approve the agenda and optional agenda as presented. 
 
 It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried unanimously to 
approve the December 10, 2003 minutes of the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners as 
corrected: in the fourth paragraph, correct the spelling of Commissioner Les Nielsen’s name. 
 
 9:05am - County Commissioner Dennis Berg of Anoka County met with the County 
Board to discuss matters concerning the Northstar Corridor Project.   
 
 Each commissioner gave a report of the activities of the Boards and Committees in which 
they participate. 
 
 

The Kanabec County Public Health Board met at 10:05am on Wednesday, December 
17, 2003 pursuant to public notice with the following Board Members present: Kathi Ellis, Stan 
Cooper, Jerry Nelson, Les Nielsen, and Dennis McNally.  Wendy Thompson, Public Health 
Director, presented the Health Board agenda. Items discussed included agency finances, 
contracts, staffing and other agency business. 

 
 
It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Stan Cooper, and carried unanimously to 

approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 1 - 12/17/03 
 

WHEREAS Public Health does contract for services in support of the Home Care 
Program, and 

 
WHEREAS such a contract has been presented to the Kanabec County Board of 

Commissioners for 2004, and 



 
WHEREAS this contract contains an increase from $90.00 to $95.00 per visit: 

 
BE IT RESOLVED to approve an agreement between Kanabec County Public 

Health and Kanabec Hospital for Occupational, Speech and Physical Therapy Services 
for the year 2004. 

 
 

It was moved by Stan Cooper, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried unanimously to 
approve the following resolution: 

 

Resolution 2 - 12/17/03 
 

WHEREAS Public Health does contract for services in support of the Hospice 
Program, and 

 
WHEREAS such a contract has been presented to the Kanabec County Board of 

Commissioners for 2004; 
 

BE IT RESOLVED to approve an agreement between Kanabec County Public 
Health and Aitkin Medical Supply for Durable Medical Equipment for Hospice clients 
for the year 2004. 

 
 

It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Stan Cooper, and carried unanimously to 
approve the following resolution: 

Resolution 3 - 12/17/03 
 

WHEREAS Public Health does contract for services in support of the Hospice 
Program, and 

 
WHEREAS such a contract has been presented to the Kanabec County Board of 

Commissioners for 2004; 
 

BE IT RESOLVED to approve an agreement between Kanabec County Public 
Health and Coburn’s Pharmacy for pharmacy services for Hospice clients for the year 
2004. 

 
 

It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried unanimously to 
approve the following resolution: 

Resolution 4 - 12/17/03 
 



WHEREAS Public Health does contract for services in support of the Hospice 
Program, and 

 
WHEREAS such a contract has been presented to the Kanabec County Board of 

Commissioners for 2004; 
 

BE IT RESOLVED to approve an agreement between Kanabec County Public 
Health and Kanabec Hospital for Occupational, Speech and Physical Therapy Services  
for Hospice clients for the year 2004. 

 
 

It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried unanimously to 
approve the following resolution: 

Resolution 5 - 12/17/03 
 

WHEREAS Public Health does contract for services in support of the Hospice 
Program, and 

 
WHEREAS such a contract has been presented to the Kanabec County Board of 

Commissioners for 2004; 
 

BE IT RESOLVED to approve an agreement between Kanabec County Public 
Health and Kanabec Hospital for dietary counseling services for Hospice clients for the 
year 2004. 

 
 

It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Stan Cooper, and carried unanimously to 
approve the following resolution: 

Resolution 6 - 12/17/03 
 

WHEREAS Public Health does contract for services in support of the Hospice 
Program, and 

 
WHEREAS such a contract has been presented to the Kanabec County Board of 

Commissioners for 2004; 
 

BE IT RESOLVED to approve an agreement between Kanabec County Public 
Health and Kanabec Hospital for in-patient and respite care services for Hospice clients 
for the year 2004. 

 
 

It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried unanimously to 
approve the following resolution: 



Resolution 7 - 12/17/03 
 

WHEREAS Public Health does contract for services in support of the Hospice 
Program, and 

 
WHEREAS such a contract has been presented to the Kanabec County Board of 

Commissioners for 2004; 
 

BE IT RESOLVED to approve an agreement between Kanabec County Public 
Health and Villa Health Care for residential and respite care services for Hospice clients 
for the year 2004. 

 
 

It was moved by Stan Cooper, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried unanimously to 
approve the following resolution: 

Resolution 8 - 12/17/03 
 

WHEREAS Public Health does contract for services in support of Public Health 
Programs, and 

 
WHEREAS such a contract has been presented to the Kanabec County Board of 

Commissioners for 2004; 
 

BE IT RESOLVED to approve an agreement between Kanabec County Public 
Health and the Kanabec County Family Service Agency for transportation services for 
Kanabec County clients for the year 2004. 

 
 

It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried unanimously to 
approve the following resolution: 

Resolution 9- 12/17/03 
 

WHEREAS Public Health does contract for services in support of Public Health 
Programs, and 

 
WHEREAS such a contract has been presented to the Kanabec County Board of 

Commissioners for 2004; 
 

BE IT RESOLVED to approve an agreement between Kanabec County Public 
Health and the Kanabec County Family Service Agency for a Family Service Aid 
Program for Kanabec County clients for the year 2004. 

 
 



It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Stan Cooper, and carried unanimously to 
approve the following resolution: 

Resolution 10- 12/17/03 
 

WHEREAS Public Health does contract for services in support of Kanabec 
County Programs, and 

 
WHEREAS such a contract has been presented to the Kanabec County Board of 

Commissioners for 2004; 
 

BE IT RESOLVED to approve an agreement between Kanabec County Public 
Health and the Kanabec County Sheriff’s Department to provide jail inmates with 24 
hours per week of skilled nursing services in 2004. 

 
 
 It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried unanimously to 
approve the following resolution: 

Resolution 11- 12/17/03 
 

WHEREAS Public Health does enter into provider agreements with health 
insurance carriers to assure reimbursement for services, and 

 
WHEREAS the Public Health Service Director has presented the Kanabec 

County Board of Commissioners with a provider agreement; 
 
BE IT RESOLVED to approve and authorize Public Health Service Director 

Wendy Thompson to sign a provider agreement with Blue Cross & Blue Shield of 
Minnesota contingent upon approval of the County Attorney.    

 
 

It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried unanimously to recess 
the Public Health Board at 10:55am to meet again in regular session on Wednesday, January 24 
2004 at 10:05am. 

 
  
 The Kanabec County Board of Commissioners reconvened at 10:56am. 
 
 
 Jerry Nelson introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption: 

Resolution 12- 12/17/03 
 

BE IT RESOLVED to submit letters in support of the Northstar project to 
Senator Lourey and Representative Soderstrom. 

 



The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Kathi 
Ellis and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted: 
 

IN FAVOR THEREOF: Jerry Nelson, Les Nielsen, Kathi Ellis 
OPPOSED: Dennis McNally, Stan Cooper 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
whereupon the resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.  
 
 
 It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried unanimously to 
approve payment of a claim of $101,304.58 to People’s Bank as complete payment on a Capital 
Equipment Note. 
 
 It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried unanimously to 
approve a “Memorandum of Agreement between the University of Minnesota and Kanabec 
County for Providing Extension Programs locally and Employing County Extension Staff” for 
the time period January 1, 2004 through December 31, 2004 contingent upon the University of 
Minnesota accepting the contract language as presented. 
 
 10:10am -  County Engineer Greg Nikodym met with the County Board to discuss 
matters concerning the Highway Department. 
 
 It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Stan Cooper, and carried unanimously to 
close the meeting at 11:26am to discuss union negotiation strategy.  
 
 It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried unanimously to 
reopen the meeting at 11:50am. 
 

11:50am - The Chairperson then called for public comment.  Those who responded 
included: 

 
Amanda Johnson Let the Commissioners know she is from 

Oberstar’s Office 
Paula Vanecek Supports 4-H 
Dorothy Swetz Concerns about the filling in of alleged wetlands 

and shoreland administration. 
Bob Swetz Concerns about the filling in of alleged wetlands 

and shoreland administration. 
 
 
 11:56am - The Chairperson closed public comment. 
 
 12:05pm - Information Systems Director Jessie Ruckle met with the County Board to 
discuss matters concerning printers.   
 



 It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried unanimously to 
authorize the purchase of an HP LaserJet 3330 mfp and an HP OfficeJet 7110 for the Sheriff’s 
Department at a cost of up to $1,320.00 plus tax and shipping. 
 
 12:12pm - The board stopped business for a break. 
 
 12:29pm - The board resumed business. 
 
 

The Kanabec County Human Service Board met at 12:30pm on Wednesday, December 
17, 2003 pursuant to recess with the following Board Members present: Kathi Ellis, Stan Cooper, 
Jerry Nelson, Les Nielsen, and Dennis McNally.  Phil Peterson, Family Service Agency Director, 
presented the Human Services agenda. Items discussed included the budget, staffing, finances 
and other agency business.    
 
 It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried unanimously to 
approve the Human Service Board agenda as amended. 
 
 

It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried unanimously to 
approve the following resolution: 

 

Resolution 13  - 12/17/03 
 

WHEREAS the Family Services Agency does contract for psychological services 
and 

 
WHEREAS such a contract has been presented to the Kanabec County Board of 

Commissioners for 2004, and 
 

WHEREAS contracts of this type may be subject to regulation under the Health 
Insurance Portability and Accounting Act; 

 
BE IT RESOLVED to approve an agreement for psychological services for the 

year 2004, not to exceed $33,280.00 with Beth Good for the time period January 1, 2004 
to December 31, 2004, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this approval is contingent upon review 

and adjustment necessary to satisfy the Health Insurance Portability and Accounting Act. 
 
 

It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried unanimously to 
approve the following resolution: 

 



Resolution 14 - 12/17/03 
 

WHEREAS the Family Services Agency does contract for psychological services 
and 

 
WHEREAS such a contract has been presented to the Kanabec County Board of 

Commissioners for 2004, and 
 

WHEREAS contracts of this type may be subject to regulation under the Health 
Insurance Portability and Accounting Act; 

 
BE IT RESOLVED to approve an agreement for psychological services for the 

year 2004, not to exceed $15,444.00 with Rob Lininger for the time period January 1, 
2004 to December 31, 2004, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this approval is contingent upon review 

and adjustment necessary to satisfy the Health Insurance Portability and Accounting Act. 
 
 

It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Stan Cooper, and carried unanimously to 
approve the following resolution: 

 

Resolution 15 - 12/17/03 
 

WHEREAS the Family Services Agency does contract for psychological services 
and 

 
WHEREAS such a contract has been presented to the Kanabec County Board of 

Commissioners for 2004, and 
 

WHEREAS contracts of this type may be subject to regulation under the Health 
Insurance Portability and Accounting Act; 

 
BE IT RESOLVED to approve an agreement for psychological services for the 

year 2004, not to exceed $26,400.00 with Linda Walinski for the time period January 1, 
2004 to December 31, 2004, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this approval is contingent upon review 

and adjustment necessary to satisfy the Health Insurance Portability and Accounting Act. 
 
 

It was moved by Stan Cooper, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried unanimously to 
approve the following resolution: 

 



Resolution 16 - 12/17/03 
 

WHEREAS the Family Services Agency does contract for psychological services 
and 

 
WHEREAS such a contract has been presented to the Kanabec County Board of 

Commissioners for 2004, and 
 

WHEREAS contracts of this type may be subject to regulation under the Health 
Insurance Portability and Accounting Act; 

 
BE IT RESOLVED to approve an agreement for psychological services for the 

year 2004, not to exceed $26,400.00 with Susan Blom for the time period January 1, 
2004 to December 31, 2004, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this approval is contingent upon review 

and adjustment necessary to satisfy the Health Insurance Portability and Accounting Act. 
 
 

It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried unanimously to 
approve the following resolution: 

 

Resolution 17 - 12/17/03 
 

WHEREAS the Family Services Agency does contract for psychological services 
and 

 
WHEREAS such a contract has been presented to the Kanabec County Board of 

Commissioners for 2004, and 
 

WHEREAS contracts of this type may be subject to regulation under the Health 
Insurance Portability and Accounting Act; 

 
BE IT RESOLVED to approve an agreement for psychological services for the 

year 2004, not to exceed $32,000.00 with Marcy Stoeckel for the time period January 1, 
2004 to December 31, 2004, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this approval is contingent upon review 

and adjustment necessary to satisfy the Health Insurance Portability and Accounting Act. 
 

 
 It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried unanimously to 
approve the following resolution: 

Resolution 18 - 12/17/03 



WHEREAS the Family Services Agency does provide services pursuant to the 
Comprehensive Mental Health Act, and 

 
WHEREAS Kanabec County has acted as host county for a regional services 

contract for such services; 
    

BE IT RESOLVED to approve a host county contract with Country Services, Inc 
for mental health services purchased from the counties of Chisago, Kanabec, Isanti, Mille 
Lacs and Pine for the time period January 1, 2004 to December 31, 2004. 

 
 
 It was moved by Stan Cooper, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried unanimously to 
approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 19 - 12/17/03 
 

WHEREAS the Family Services Agency does purchase services for home and 
community-based services; 

 
BE IT RESOLVED to approve a contract with East Central Assisted Living, Inc 

for waivered services to persons with mental retardation or related conditions for the time 
period December 20, 2003 to June 30, 2004. 

 
 
 Jerry Nelson introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption: 
 

Resolution 20 – 12/17/03 
 

BE IT RESOLVED to authorize the Family Service Agency Director to give  
fifteen foster parents a seasonal gift of a $25.00 gift certificate. 

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Jerry 

Nelson and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted: 
 

IN FAVOR THEREOF: Dennis McNally, Jerry Nelson, Kathi Ellis, Stan Cooper 
OPPOSED: None 
ABSTAIN: Les Nielsen 

 
whereupon the resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.  
 
 

Jerry Nelson moved to approve payment of 135 claims totaling $161,102.28 on Welfare 
funds; the motion was seconded by Kathi Ellis and upon a vote being taken thereon, the 
following voted: 

 



IN FAVOR THEREOF: Dennis McNally, Jerry Nelson, Kathi Ellis, Stan Cooper 
OPPOSED: None 
ABSTAIN: Les Nielsen 

whereupon the motion passed.  
 
 It was moved by Stan Cooper, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried unanimously to 
authorize the Family Service Agency Director to purchase four filing cabinets at $756.00 + tax 
each with the expectation of a 60% Federal reimbursement on two of the cabinets and 50% 
reimbursement on the other two cabinets. 
 
 It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried unanimously to 
recess the Human Service Board at 1:24pm to meet again in regular session on Wednesday, 
January 21, 2004 at 9:05am. 
 
 
 The Kanabec County Board of Commissioners reconvened at 1:25pm. 
 
 1:25pm - County Assessor Sue Kondratowicz met with the County Board to discuss 
matters concerning her office. 
 
 It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried unanimously to 
approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 21 – 12/17/03 
 

WHEREAS the County Assessor has found clerical errors made on the data for 
certain properties in Kanabec County, and 
 
   WHEREAS the County Assessor and County Auditor have indicated their 
approval of the correction of the errors as indicated by their signatures below,  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the County Board accept the recommendations of the 
County Assessor and the County Auditor and exercise the County Board’s authority 
under Minnesota Statute 375.192, Subd. 2 to approve the correction of the clerical 
errors as listed below: 
  

CLERICAL ERROR CHANGES 
ASSESSMENT YEAR: 2003 

Chg        
Add Prcl # Name Land Bldg Class Reason 
Del              
Chg 02.05945.00 Jim Abeler 30400    Plat Law Error 
Chg 02.05950.00 Kenneth Uting 17300    Plat Law Error 
Chg 02.05965.00 Guy Wenzel 21100    Plat Law Error 
Chg 02.05970.00 Kenneth Uting 10000    Plat Law Error 



Chg 02.05960.00 Kenneth Uting 17300    Plat Law Error 
Chg 02.05955.00 J. Pamela Weiner 11400    Plat Law Error 
Chg 22.01120.00 Kanabec Hospital 67500 389300   Taxable New Construction 
Del 15.00585.00 John Soderstrom -14000 -75700   Record deletion missed.   
Chg 13.00255.10 Gary Hushagen -8800 -20200   Split correction 
Chg 09.00495.00 Michael Lobdell     Adjust Limited Value only 
Chg 15.00600.00 Linda Hohenwald    Agr Class chg clerical error 
Chg 15.00600.10 Linda Hohenwald    Agr Class chg clerical error 
Chg 02.05865.00 Daniel Cook -15000 -156300   Split Process Error 
Chg 02.05895.00 Matt Silberglitt 15000 156300   Split Process Error 
 
 It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried unanimously to 
approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 22 – 12/17/03 
ORDER OF THE BOARD 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED to increase the wage of the County Assessor by 2.5 
percent for the annual cost of living increase and set the wage at $31.41 (30.64 x 
1.025) effective December 27, 2003. 

 
 
 1:50pm - Jail Administrator Joanne Nelson met with the County Board to discuss matters 
concerning the jail. 
 
 It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried unanimously to 
authorize the purchase of a digital video and audio recording system for the jail at a cost of 
$5,900 plus tax from telephone revenues. 
 
 It was moved by Stan Cooper, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried unanimously to 
make the following Sheriff’s fee schedule changes: 
 

SERVICE CURRENT FEE NEW FEE 
Paper Service $25.00 $30.00 

Mortgage Forclosure Sales $40.00 $50.00 
Mileage Fee  45¢ with $5.00 min. 

 
 It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried unanimously to 
approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 23 – 12/17/03 
 
  WHEREAS the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners has authorized 



 refilling the vacant Extension Secretary position, and 
 
  WHEREAS this position will no longer be exclusively in support of Extension,  

and 
 

WHEREAS the management structure of the University of Minnesota’s 
Extension Service has changed; 

 
BE IT RESOLVED to designate the County Coordinator as supervisor of the 

position currently titled Extension Secretary. 
 
 

It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried unanimously to 
adjourn at 2:55pm to meet again in regular session on Monday, December 22, 2003 at 6:30pm. 
 
 
 

Signed____________________________________________________ 
Chairperson of the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners,  
Kanabec County, Minnesota 

 
 

 
Attest: ________________________________ 

Kanabec County Coordinator 
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