
PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNTY BOARD  
 

} State of Minnesota   
County of Kanabec      
Office of the County Coordinator 
 
February 16, 2005 
 

The Kanabec County Board of Commissioners met at 9:00am on Wednesday, February 
16, 2005 pursuant to adjournment with the following Board Members present: Stan Cooper, 
Kathi Ellis, Jerry Nelson, Les Nielsen, and Dennis McNally.   
 
 The Chairperson led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 Action #1 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried 
unanimously to approve the agenda as presented. 
 
 Action #2 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 
unanimously to approve the February 9, 2005 minutes of the Kanabec County Board of 
Commissioners as corrected: 
  a. Change Resolution #5 to Resolution #6. 

 b. Add “for a jail and jail administration building.” to the end of Resolution 15. 
 
Action #3 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried 

unanimously to recess the board meeting at 9:04am to a time immediately following the Human 
Service Board. 
 
 

The Kanabec County Human Service Board met at 9:05am on Wednesday, February 
16, 2005 pursuant to public notice with the following Board Members present: Kathi Ellis, Stan 
Cooper, Jerry Nelson, Les Nielsen, and Dennis McNally.  Phil Peterson, Family Service Agency 
Director, presented the Human Services agenda. Items discussed included the budget, staffing, 
finances and other agency business.    
 
 Action #HS4 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 
unanimously to approve the agenda of the Human Service Board as presented. 
 
 Action #HS5 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 
unanimously to support the Family Service Agency Director’s research for psychiatric service 
alternates. 
 
 Action #HS6 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried 
unanimously to approve an agreement with Allina, Inc to provide mental health services in 
accordance with the Comprehensive Adult Mental Health Act and the Minnesota Children’s 
Mental Health Act. 



 
 Action #HS7 -  It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve an Adult Rehabilitation Mental Health Services Recertification 
Application. 
 
 Action #HS8 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve payment of 139 claims totaling $139,856.31 on Welfare Funds. 
 
 Action #HS9 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to recess the Human Service Board at 9:39am to meet again in regular session on 
Wednesday, March 16, 2005 at 9:05am. 
 
 
 The Kanabec County Board of Commissioners reconvened at 9:39am. 
 
 Each commissioner gave a report of the activities of the Boards and Committees in which 
they participate. 
 
 9:50am - County Engineer Greg Nikodym met with the County Board to discuss matters 
concerning the Highway Department. 
 
 Action #10 - Les Nielsen introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption: 
 

Resolution 10 – 02/16/05 

Supporting the 2005 AMC Transportation Funding Proposal 
 

WHEREAS, the Association of Minnesota County’s (AMC) has developed a 
comprehensive transportation funding proposal that addresses critical needs of all 
counties; and 

 
WHEREAS, the existing transportation funding has not adequately maintained 

the necessary level of funding to sustain the existing transportation system throughout the 
State of Minnesota; and 

 
WHEREAS, the existing transportation funding does not adequately provide for 

the necessary improvements to the transportation system throughout the State required by 
growth and safety improvements; and 

 
WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota, through its Legislative bodies, has the duty 

and responsibility to provide adequate transportation funding and systems; and 
 

WHEREAS, the County of Kanabec has the ability to plan, develop and 
implement comprehensive county transportation system improvements provided adequate 
funding is provided. 

 



NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the County of Kanabec does 
hereby affirm and support the Transportation Funding Proposal as detailed by AMC; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the County of Kanabec does 

support an affirmative vote by all respective local State Legislators on Transportation 
Funding proposals that include dedicated, sustained and increased funding to the County. 

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Jerry 

Nelson and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted: 
 

IN FAVOR THEREOF: Jerry Nelson, Les Nielsen, Kathi Ellis, Stan Cooper 
OPPOSED: Dennis McNally 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
whereupon the resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.  
 
 
 Action #11 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 

Resolution 11 – 02/16/05 
 

WHEREAS the county board has been presented with a request to pay Right-of-Way 
claims on SAP 33-604-16, the reconstruction of County State Aid Highway 4 from CSAH 12 to 
CSAH 16: 

 
BE IT RESOLVED to pay the following Right-of-Way claims: 

 
  David Haapoja    $   107.60 
  Kenneth & Gudwren Belkhilm (2 parcels) $2,994.80 
 
 

Action #12 - It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 
unanimously to recess the board meeting at 10:19am to a time immediately following the Public 
Health Board. 

 
 
 The Kanabec County Public Health Board met at 10:19am on Wednesday, February 16, 
2005 pursuant to adjournment with the following Board Members present: Kathi Ellis, Stan 
Cooper, Jerry Nelson, Les Nielsen, and Dennis McNally.  Wendy Thompson, Public Health 
Director, presented the Health Board agenda. Items discussed included agency finances, 
contracts, staffing and other agency business. 
 
 Action #PH13 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried 
unanimously to approve the Public Health Board Agenda as presented. 
 



 Action #PH14 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Dennis McNally, and carried 
unanimously to approve an Agreement for a Community Resource Management Team between 
South Country Health Alliance and Kanabec County Public Health. 
 
 Action #PH15 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 

Resolution PH15 – 02/16/05 
 

WHEREAS the Kanabec County Public Health Board did approve an agreement 
between Kanabec County Public Health and Villa Health Care for residential and respite 
care services for Hospice clients for the year 2005 by Board Resolution #PH16G-
01/19/05, and 

 
WHEREAS the agreement signed contained clerical errors; 
 
BE IT RESOLVED to authorize the Chairperson to sign a corrected agreement 

between Kanabec County Public Health and Villa Health Care for residential and respite 
care services for Hospice clients for the year 2005. 

 
 
 Action #PH16 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Dennis McNally, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 

Resolution PH16 – 02/16/05 
 

 WHEREAS the Kanabec County Public Health Board did approve the  
promotion of an employee to a Public Health Nurse position, and 
 
 WHEREAS circumstances prevent this action at this time, and 
 

WHEREAS there remains a vacancy in the position of Public Health Nurse  
which the board desires to refill; 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED to rescind Board Resolution #PH18-01/19/05, and 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the County Board authorizes Public Health Service  
Director Wendy Thompson and the County Personnel Director to hire a 32 hour per week 
Public Health Nurse to refill the vacant position at Step A, Range G11 of the pay plan 
which is $17.21 per hour or the rate set by rule for internal promotion, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the hours of work for this position be 

limited to those budgeted. 
 
 



Action #PH17 – It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Dennis McNally, and carried 
unanimously to adjourn the Public Health Board at 11:08am to meet again in regular session on 
Wednesday, March 16, 2005 at 10:05am. 
 
 
 The meeting of the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners resumed. 
 

11:09am - The Chairperson then called for public comment.  Those who responded 
included:  

Bob Swetz 3 Townships don’t have conditional use permits.  
The county should be involved. 

 
 11:16am - The Chairperson closed public comment.  Commissioners resumed giving  
reports of the activities of the Boards and Committees in which they participate. 
 
 Action #18 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution #18 - 02/16/05 
   
  WHEREAS IUOE Local 49 has made its recommendation for representation on  

the county Insurance Committee; 
 

BE IT RESOLVED to accept the bargaining unit recommendations and appoint 
the following employees to the Insurance Committee for a three-year terms commencing 
immediately and expiring January 7, 2008: 

Primary Member = Dale Magnuson 
Alternate Member = Michael Gorsegner  

 
 
 Action #19 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution #19 - 02/16/05 
   

BE IT RESOLVED to appoint the following to the Extension Committee for a 
three-year terms commencing immediately and expiring January 7, 2008: 

 Janell Anderson 
 Jim McDonald 

 
 
 11:35am - Valerie Prax, Kanabec County 4-H and Environmental Services Director 
Teresa Bearce met with the County Board to discuss matters concerning clean up days. 
 



 Action #20 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Dennis McNally, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution #20 - 02/16/05 
 
  WHEREAS the board has received a request for support of a Kanabec County  

Clean-Up Day on May 14, 2005, and 
 
 WHEREAS the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners support such an event; 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the county will provide up to $5,000.00, with the  
funding source evenly divided between SCORE and surcharge Funds. 

 
 
 Action #21 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

 Resolution #21 - 02/16/05 
 

 WHEREAS the Environmental Services Director has requested approval to hold  
and set a date for a Household Hazardous Waste collection day, and 

 
  WHEREAS the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners support such an event;  
 
  BE IT RESOLVED to authorize holding a Household Hazardous Waste  

collection day on May 21, 2005, and  
 

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that county costs will be paid with SCORE  
Funds. 

 
 
 
 Action #22 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution #22 - 02/16/05 
 
 WHEREAS the Environmental Services Director has presented the board with the 
Annual County Agricultural Inspector’s Report & Workplan Summary for 2004 activity; 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED to accept and authorize the Chairperson to sign the 2004 
Agricultural Inspector’s Annual Report. 
 
 



 12:11pm - The board took a 5-minute break. 
 
 12:16pm - Central Minnesota Jobs and Training Regional Manager Angie Theisen met 
with the County Board to present an update of the activities of the CMJT.  The board took the 
information under advisement.   
 
 12:32pm - Account Executive Bruce Underdahl and Minnesota Counties Insurance Trust 
Director Robyn Sykes met with the County Board to discuss matters concerning MCIT.  
Underdahl gave a report of activities.  Sykes presented the board with an award for most 
improved county in the area of Worker’s Compensation. 
 
 1:09pm - Auditor/Treasurer Denise Cooper met with the County Board to discuss matters 
concerning her office. 
 
 Action #23 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried 
unanimously to renew consideration of Resolution 28-01/19/05. 
 
 Action #24 - It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Jerry Nelson to introduce an 
amendment to Resolution 28-01/19/05 with the following addition:  
  BE IT RESOLVED to direct the Chairperson to correct the contract as follows: 
   a. to the fourth WHEREAS add the following after ‘MAXIMUS’  
       “hereafter referred to as”  
   b. in item #12, strike the “years 2002 and 2003” and replacing with the  
       “years 2004 and 2005.” 
   c. in item #15, strike the words “MAXIMUS, Inc., hereinafter referred to  
       as” 
 
 Action #25 - Resolution 28-01/19/05 is now restated and renumbered as: 
 

Resolution 25 – 02/16/05 
 

BE IT RESOLVED to enter into an agreement between Minnesota Counties  
Research Foundation and Kanabec County to develop and carry out a cost allocation plan 
for federal support cost reimbursement, and 
 

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED to direct the Chairperson to correct the contract  
 as follows: 
   a. to the fourth WHEREAS add the following after ‘MAXIMUS’  
       “hereafter referred to as”  
   b. in item #12, strike the “years 2002 and 2003” and replacing with the  
       “years 2004 and 2005.” 
   c. in item #15, strike the words “MAXIMUS, Inc., hereinafter referred to  
       as” 

 
Upon a vote being taken thereon, all voted in favor whereupon the resolution was declared duly 
passed and adopted.  



 
 
 Action #26 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 26 – 02/16/05 
 

WHEREAS a property owner has expressed a desire to voluntarily convey a 
piece of property to the state, and 

 
  WHEREAS the Auditor/Treasurer has investigated the matter and determined: 
   a. the owner is able to convey good title 
   b. the property is free and clear of liens 
   c. the Pomroy Town Board has approved the conveyance 
 

BE IT RESOLVED to accept the conveyance from Joan Ohlinger of the property 
described as Sect 24, Twp 041, Range 22, N½ of N½ of  S½ of NW¼ of SE¼, Parcel R 
13.01145.00. 

 
 
 Action #27 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 27 – 02/16/05 
 

WHEREAS a property owner has expressed a desire to voluntarily convey a 
piece of property to the state, and 

 
  WHEREAS the Auditor/Treasurer has investigated the matter and determined: 
   a. the owners are able to convey good title 
   b. the property is free and clear of liens 
   c. the Pomroy Town Board has approved the conveyance 
 

BE IT RESOLVED to accept the conveyance from Joseph & Lois Riffner of the 
property described as Sect 24, Twp 041, Range 22, S½ of N½ of NW¼ of SE¼, Parcel R 
13.01150.00. 

 
 Action #28 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 28 – 02/16/05 
 
  WHEREAS the board has been presented with a request to transfer 
 tax forfeited property to Arthur Township for use as a public road, and 



 
  WHEREAS Arthur Township has expended public funds on this land for a 
 road for 40 or more years, and 
 
  WHEREAS it appear to be in the public interest to memorialize this land as a  

public roadway; 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED to approve an “Application by a Governmental Subdivision  
for Conveyance of Tax-Forfeited Lands for an Authorized Public Use” pursuant to  
Minnesota Statute §282.01 to convey to Arthur Township Parcel #02-02365-50 described  
as Pt SE¼ of SE¼, that part lying S of PID #02-02365-00 & N of PID #02-02370-00, Sec  
27, Twp 39, Range 24, Arthur Township, Mora, MN. 

 
 
 
 Action #29 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 29 – 02/16/05 
 

  WHEREAS there is a request to place a parcel on the tax forfeited property sale; 
 
  BE IT RESOLVED to give preliminary approval to place the following property  

in Haybrook Township on the tax forfeited property sale list: in Parcel #R 07.01385.00  
the N½ of SW¼ & NW¼ of SE¼, Sect. 32, Twp 42, Range 24,believed to be 120 acres  
in size, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this is subject to final approval of the board  
following review of the Department of Natural Resources and the Haybrook Town  
Board. 
   

 
 Action #30 - It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 30 – 02/16/05 
 

  WHEREAS there is a request to place a parcel on the tax forfeited property sale; 
 
  BE IT RESOLVED to give preliminary approval to place the following property  

in Kroeschel Township on the tax forfeited property sale list: in Parcel #R 11.00775.00 
the W½ of SW¼, Sect. 16, Twp 42, Range 22, believed to be 80 acres in size, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this is subject to final approval of the board  
following review of the Department of Natural Resources and the Kroeschel Town  



Board. 
   

 
 Action #31 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 31 – 02/16/05 
 

  WHEREAS there is a request to place a parcel on the tax forfeited property sale; 
 
  BE IT RESOLVED to give preliminary approval to place the following property  

in Kroeschel Township on the tax forfeited property sale list: in Parcel #R 11.00790.00  
the E½ of SE¼ & SE¼ of NE¼, Sect. 17, Twp 42, Range 22, believed to be 120 acres in  
size, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this is subject to final approval of the board  
following review of the Department of Natural Resources and the Kroeschel Town  
Board. 
   

 
 Action #32 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 32 – 02/16/05 
 

  WHEREAS there is a request to place a parcel on the tax forfeited property sale; 
 
  BE IT RESOLVED to give preliminary approval to place the following property  

in Kroeschel Township on the tax forfeited property sale list: in Parcel #R 11.00790.00   
the NW¼ of NE¼, Sect. 17, Twp 42, Range 22, believed to be 40 acres in size, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this is subject to final approval of the board  
following review of the Department of Natural Resources and the Kroeschel Town  
Board. 
   

 
 Action #33 - It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 33 – 02/16/05 
 

  WHEREAS there is a request to place a parcel on the tax forfeited property sale; 
 
  BE IT RESOLVED to give preliminary approval to place the following property  



in Whited Township on the tax forfeited property sale list: Parcel #R 15.00470.00 the S½ 
of N½ of SE¼ of SE¼, Sect. 12, Twp 40, Range 23, believed to be 10 acres in size, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this is subject to final approval of the board  
following review of the Department of Natural Resources and the Whited Town  
Board. 
   

 
 Action #34 - Les Nielsen introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption: 
 

Resolution 34 – 02/16/05 
 
  WHEREAS there is a request to place a parcel on the tax forfeited property sale; 
 
  BE IT RESOLVED to give preliminary approval to place the following property  

in Haybrook Township on the tax forfeited property sale list: Parcel #R 07.01175.20 the 
W½ of W½ of S½ of SE¼ of NE¼, Sect. 27, Twp 42, Range 24, believed to be 5 acres in 
size, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this is subject to final approval of the board  
following review of the Department of Natural Resources and the Haybrook Town  
Board. 

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Kathi 

Ellis and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted: 
 

IN FAVOR THEREOF: Jerry Nelson, Les Nielsen, Kathi Ellis, Stan Cooper 
OPPOSED: Dennis McNally 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
whereupon the resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.  
 
 
 Action #35 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Dennis McNally, and carried 
unanimously to approve payment of the following claims on the Building Fund for the purchase 
of Hubertus VanderVeldon property as authorized in board Resolution #38-01/19/05: 
 1. Mr. & Mrs. Hubertus VanderVeldon     $  1,000.00 
 2. Mr. & Mrs. Hubertus VanderVeldon     $49,310.49 
 3. Mr. & Mrs. Hubertus VanderVeldon and Kanabec Auditor/Treasurer $  3,305.23 
 4. Mr. & Mrs. Hubertus VanderVeldon and Greater MN Credit Union $37,839.20 
 
 Action #36 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to authorize the purchase of a paper shredder from Office Direct at a cost of 
$1,300.00. 
 



Action #37 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to adjourn at 2:32pm to meet in regular session on Wednesday, February 23, 2005 
at 6:30pm. 
 
 
 

Signed____________________________________________________ 
Chairperson of the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners,  
Kanabec County, Minnesota 

 
 
 

Attest: ________________________________ 
Kanabec County Coordinator 
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