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PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNTY BOARD
State of Minnesota
County of Kanabec
Office of the County Coordinator

May 26, 2010

The Kanabec County Board of Commissioners met at 6:30pm on Wednesday, May 26,
2010 pursuant to adjournment with the following Board Members present: Kim Smith, Kathi
Ellis, Kevin Troupe, Roger Crawford, and Les Nielsen.

The Chairperson led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Action #1 - It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Kevin Troupe, and carried
unanimously to approve the agenda as amended. Add: South Country Health Alliance.

Action #2 – It was moved by Kim Smith, seconded by Roger Crawford and carried
unanimously to approve the May 19, 2010 minutes of the Kanabec County Board of
Commissioners meeting as presented.

Action #3 – It was moved by Roger Crawford, seconded by Kathi Ellis and carried
unanimously to approve the following resolution:

Resolution #3 – 05/26/2010
Transit Claims

WHEREAS the Transit uses volunteer drivers for many public purposes, and

WHEREAS these drivers are reimbursed for incurred expenses in accordance
with County Policy and public law, and

WHEREAS the Transit Department Manager recommends approval of these
claims;

BE IT RESOLVED to approve the following driver expense claims for
reimbursement, all of which are properly documented:

AMOUNT
Annette Majeski $      213.00
Barb Peterson $      258.50
Betty Geisthardt $        99.97
Bev Gustafson $      218.07
Bill Hood $      724.39
Bob Hoefert $    1,557.97



Gary Nelson $      423.11
Jennifer Leerssen $     604.05
Jerald Nelson $     397.51
Judy Colburn $     179.50
Karen Luberda $     987.67
Linda Nelson $     698.44
Marlys Wolbert $     227.00
Mary Lou Moriarity $     326.84
Millie Laska $     604.33
Ray Zamora $   1,180.58
Rollie Pieper $   1,011.00
Ronette Nelson $     500.50
Sy Tadych $     834.00
Ted Lindgren $     386.00
Willard Landreville $     546.76
Joy Morrell $     558.80
        Total for Volunteer Drivers $12,537.69

County Coordinator Dan Weber met with the County Board to discuss the County
Purchasing Policy.

Action #4 – It was moved by Kim Smith, seconded by Kevin Troupe and carried
unanimously to approve the following resolution:

Resolution #4 – 05/26/10
County Purchasing Policy

WHEREAS the County has long-established practices regarding county purchasing, and

WHEREAS it is in the best interests of the county and its employees to document
these practices and board orders;

BE IT RESOLVED to approve the following policy:

Policy: A-119
Approved:  May 26, 2010

Effective: May 26, 2010
Supersedes (eff):  n/a (NEW)

Kanabec County Purchasing Policy

I. POLICY STATEMENT



The  intent  of  this  policy  is  to  provide  a  framework  that  allows  elected  and
appointed officials to operate as efficiently and economically as possible, within
Minnesota Statutes, including Chapters 375 and 471, while providing for
additional approval on Kanabec County’s larger purchases.  This document
delineates the protocols and authority related to the purchasing of goods and
services for Kanabec County.  It shall be followed by all Kanabec County
employees  and  officials.   It  is  Kanabec  County’s  policy  to  purchase  goods  and
services in the most professional, ethical, legal, and efficient manner possible and
in accordance with all Kanabec County Policies and Guidelines, to ensure the
highest quality, considering standardization, reasonable terms, and best value to
the taxpayers of Kanabec County.

II.      POLICY GUIDELINES

119.1 Expenditures ranging from $0 - $25,000.   Purchases  may  be  made  on  the  open
market as provided in Minn. Stat. §471.345, Subd. 5.

119.2 Expenditures estimated to range from $25,001 - $100,000.  Purchases may be by
either sealed bids, direct negotiations, or by obtaining two (2) or more quotations
for the purchase when possible, as provided in Minn. Stat. §471.345, Subd. 4.  All
written documentation shall be kept on file in the respective department for
reference.

119.3 Expenditures estimated to be in excess of $100,001.  Purchases require Board
approval for public advertisement for the receipt of sealed bids, as provided in
Minn. Stat. §471.345, Subd. 3.  All documentation shall be kept on file in the
Coordinator’s Office for reference.

The following steps should be considered for sealed bids:

a. Specification shall be drawn by the Kanabec County Coordinator, elected
or appointed officials or designee.

b. Authorization shall be requested from the Kanabec County Board to
advertise for bids by the County Coordinator, elected and appointed
officials or designee.

c. The bid solicitation shall be published in the official Kanabec County
newspaper.  In addition, proposals and specifications may be sent to the
names  listed on any prospective vendor’s list maintained by the
department.   A deadline  date  and  time for  submission,  as  well  as  a  brief
description of the work, shall be included in the publication.  For the
purchase of property and for work and labor, a two-week notice shall be
given. For construction and repair of roads, bridges or buildings, a notice
must be published for three weeks. Bids for construction and repair of
roads, bridges or buildings require 10 days following the 3rd bid notice
before bids may be opened.



d. Bids shall be properly dated and stamped.

e. Bids shall be opened, reviewed, and awarded at a specific time and date as
prescribed by the Kanabec County Board.

119.4 The following criteria must be followed for purchases in categories 119.2
and 119.3, above:

a. Specifications should be drafted by the Kanabec County Coordinator,
elected or appointed officials or designee.

b. Specifications should be provided to at least two (2) vendors.

c. Upon request of the quote, an award should be made by the Kanabec
County Coordinator, elected or appointed official, or designee.

d. Kanabec County Board approval is required.

119.5 Bid quotations must be completed and submitted to the Kanabec County Board
for the following equipment for which sealed bids have not been received:

1. Unbudgeted Capital equipment costing $500 or more. Capital
purchases which are less than $2,500 and budgeted for do not need
to come to the Board. All Capital purchases in excess of $2,500
will need Board approval.

2. Computer equipment and peripherals

3. Time-sensitive purchases can be brought to the Board Chair for
approval  outside  of  a  Board  meeting  when  necessary.   The  Chair
has the authority to approve the purchase or to bring to the Board
in his or her discretion.

A. A minimum of two (2) quotations shall be submitted.

B. A copy of the purchase order and quotations will be kept on file in the
department making the requests office.

119.6 Purchases of supplies, materials, or equipment may be made without regard to the
competitive bidding requirement provided the purchase is through a state
municipal association’s purchasing alliance or cooperative having fulfilled the
competitive bidding requirements.

119.7 Components of an integrated project may not be split in order to fall into a lower
level purchasing guideline.



119.8 No elected or appointed official, employee, or immediate family member of an
elected or appointed official or employee should have a financial interest, directly
or indirectly, in any contract or purchase order for goods or services used by
Kanabec County. Elected or appointed officials and employees should not accept
or receive, directly or indirectly, from a vendor any promise, obligation, or
contract for future reward or compensation. Any violation of this section may be a
gross misdemeanor.

III. PURCHASING PROTOCOL

Budgeted funds must be available before a purchase commitment is made.  If sufficient
funds are not available, a reallocation or additional appropriation request must be
submitted for Kanabec County Board approval by the Kanabec County Auditor.

State Contract Purchasing Venture.  Purchases of supplies, materials, or equipment
may be made without regard to the competitive bidding requirement provided the
purchase is through the Minnesota Cooperative Purchasing Venture or a municipal
purchasing alliance or cooperative having fulfilled the competitive bidding requirements.
Minnesota law requires municipalities to consider the Cooperative Purchasing Venture
for contracts in excess of $25,000.  Minn. Stat. §471.345, Subd. 15.

Contracts.  All written contracts for goods or services that have not been previously
approved as to form and content, regardless of amount, require review by the Kanabec
County Attorney prior to Kanabec County Board approval.  Written contracts for less
than $10,000 for goods and/or services, and already included in the departmental budget,
may be treated as consent agenda items. All other written contracts shall be scheduled as
regular agenda items.

Performance and Payment Bonds.  All contracts in excess of $75,000 shall be secured
by  a performance bond and payment bond provided by the contractor, in accordance
with Minn. Stat. §§574.26 to 574.32.

Best Value Procurement Alternative.  Kanabec County is authorized to use a “best
value” procurement process for construction, building, alteration, improvement or
repair/maintenance work, in accordance with Minn. Stat. §§375.21, Subd. 2 and 471.345,
Subds. 3a, 4a and 5.  Price and performance criteria may include, but are not limited to,
the criteria outlined in Minn. Stat. §16C.02, Subd. 4a.

Chief Deputy Robert Jensen met with the County Board to discuss an Aluminum Trailer
purchase.

Action #5 – It was moved by Kim Smith, seconded by Kevin Troupe and carried
unanimously that the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners approve the purchase of a 14’



Aluminum Trailer at a cost not to exceed $7,002.38 using funds available from the ATV and
Snowmobile grant programs.

Action #6 – It was moved by Roger Crawford, seconded by Kathi Ellis and carried
unanimously to approve the following resolution:

Resolution #6 – 5/26/10
Public Hearing Ordinance No. 20

WHEREAS the Board has considered amending County Ordinance #20, “County Board
of Adjustment,” with a combined “Planning Commission/County Board of Adjustment”, and

WHEREAS, the Board intends to have one Board to serve as both the Kanabec County
Planning Commission and the Kanabec County Board of Adjustment,

BE IT RESOLVED to hold a Public Hearing at 11:00am on Wednesday, June 16, 2010
at a regular board meeting of the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners for the purpose of
receiving public input on the intent of the board to amend the existing County Ordinance #20.

Action #7 – It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Kim Smith and carried
unanimously to approve the following resolution:

Resolution #7 – 5/26/10
Speed Zone Study

WHEREAS a segment of CSAH No. 19 from CR No. 77 to 0.5 miles west has
significant seasonal traffic, and

WHEREAS this segment consists of 2 curves, a bridge, a public access, and access to a
public fishing dock, and

WHEREAS the current speed limit is 55 mph, and

WHEREAS the Kanabec County Sheriff’s Department has requested a reduced speed
limit be considered due to several reported near accidents, and

WHEREAS the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners and the general public, share
a common concern for the safety of those people using this road segment

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Minnesota Department of
Transportation be requested to conduct a study for the purpose of determining the proper safe
speed limit for CSAH No. 19 from CR No. 77 to 0.5 miles west.



Commissioner Ellis gave an update on the South Country Health Alliance. No formal
action was taken at this time.

Action #8 – It was moved by Roger Crawford, seconded by Kevin Troupe and carried
unanimously to approve the following resolution:

Resolution #8 – 5/26/10
Recovery Zone Bond Allocations

WHEREAS, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act has allocated Recovery
Zone Economic Development and Facility bonding authority to certain Minnesota counties, and

WHEREAS, Kanabec County would be eligible for a portion of this allocation authority,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners does not intend
to utilize this authority and wishes to re-allocate the authority back to the either the state, other
counties or other cities.

______________________________________________________________________________

6:45pm – The board conducted a Public Hearing on a proposed “False Alarm”
Ordinance.  The board clerk read the Public Notice aloud.  The Chairperson called for public
comment.  Those that responded included:

Mike Fetzek
Deb Backlund
Craig Schultz

Action #9 – It was moved by Roger Crawford, seconded by Kim Smith, and carried
unanimously to close the public hearing at 7:13pm.
_____________________________________________________________________________

The False Alarm Ordinance was discussed and no formal action was taken at this time.
______________________________________________________________________________

7:15pm – The board conducted a Public Hearing on a proposed “Employee Background
Check” Ordinance.  The board clerk read the Public Notice aloud.  The Chairperson called for
public comment three times. None responded.

Action #10 – It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Kevin Troupe, and carried
unanimously to close the public hearing at 7:17pm.
______________________________________________________________________________

The Employee Background Check ordinance was discussed and no formal action was
taken.



7:30pm - The Chairperson then called for public comment.  Those who responded
include:

Craig Schultz – Safety concerns regarding Hwy 65 construction this summer.
Deb Backlund – Safety concerns regarding Hwy 65 construction this summer.

7:39pm – The Chairman closed public comment.

7:45pm – The board conducted a Public Hearing on a proposed “Social Host” Ordinance.
The board clerk read the Public Notice aloud.  The Chairperson called for public comment.
Those that responded included:

Meghan Eustice Tom Schultz Abby Blake
Lori Swanson Craig Schultz Deb Backlund

Action #11 – It was moved by Kim Smith, seconded by Roger Crawford, and carried
unanimously to close the public hearing at 7:52pm.

Action #12 – It was moved by Kevin Troupe, seconded by Kim Smith and carried
unanimously to approve the following resolution:

Resolution #12 – 5/26/10
Social Host Ordinance

BE IT RESOLVED that the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners does hereby
ordain the following:

KANABEC COUNTY ORDINANCE NO. 33

Social Host Ordinance

Kanabec County

This ordinance prohibits, and establishes penalties for, any person hosting an event or gathering
where alcohol is present and is being possessed or consumed by person under twenty-one (21)
years of age.

The Kanabec County Board of Commissioners Ordains:

Subd. 1.  Purpose and Findings.  The County intends to discourage underage possession and
consumption of alcohol, even if done within the confines of a private residence, and intends to
hold persons criminally responsible who host events or gatherings where persons under 21 years



of  age  possess  or  consume  alcohol,  regardless  of  whether  the  person  hosting  the  event  or
gathering supplied the alcohol.  The Kanabec County Board finds that:

a. Events and gatherings held on private or public property where alcohol is
possessed  or  consumed  by  persons  under  the  age  of  21  are  harmful  to  those
persons and constitute a potential threat to public health requiring prevention or
abatement.

b. Prohibiting underage consumption acts to protect underage persons, as well as the
general public, from injuries related to alcohol consumption, such as alcohol
overdose or alcohol-related traffic collisions.

c. Alcohol is an addictive drug which, if used irresponsibly, could have drastic
effects on those who use it as well as those who are affected by the actions of an
irresponsible user.

d. Often, events or gatherings involving underage possession and consumption occur
outside  the  presence  of  parents  or  guardians.   However,  there  are  times  when a
parent or guardian or other adult is present and condones the activity and, in some
circumstances, provides the alcohol.

e. Even though giving or furnishing alcohol to an underage person is a crime, it is
difficult to prove, and an ordinance is necessary to help further combat underage
consumption.

f. A deterrent effect will be created by holding a person criminally responsible for
hosting an event or gathering where underage possession or consumption occurs.

Subd. 2.   Authority.  This ordinance is enacted pursuant to Minn.Stat. §145A.05, Subd. 1.

Subd. 3.  Definitions.  For purposes of this ordinance, the following terms have the following
meanings:

a. “Alcohol” means ethyl alcohol, hydrated oxide of ethyl, or spirits of wine,
whiskey, rum, brandy, gin, or any other distilled spirits including dilutions and
mixtures thereof from whatever source or by whatever process produced.

b. “Alcoholic beverage” means alcohol, spirits, liquor, wine, beer, and every liquid
or solid containing alcohol, spirits, wine, or beer, and which contains one-half of
one percent or more of alcohol by volume and which is fit for beverage purposes
either alone or when diluted, mixed, or combined with other substances.

c. “Event or gathering” means any group or three or more persons who have
assembled or gathered together for a social occasion or other activity.



d. “Host” means to aid, conduct, allow, entertain, organize, supervise, control, or
permit a gathering or event.

e. “Parent” means any person having legal custody of a juvenile as:

(1)  a natural, adoptive parent, or step-parent;
(2) a legal guardian; or
(3)  a person to whom legal custody has been given by order of the court.

f. “Person” means any individual, partnership, co-partnership, corporation, or any
association of one or more individuals.

g. “Residence” or “premises” means any home, yard, farm, field, land, apartment,
condominium, hotel or motel room, or other dwelling unit, or a hall or meeting
room, park, or any other place of assembly, public or private, whether occupied
on a temporary or permanent basis, whether occupied as a dwelling or specifically
for  a  party  or  other  social  function,  and  whether  owned,  leased,  rented,  or  used
with or without permission or compensation.

h. “Underage person” is any individual under twenty-one (21) years of age.

Subd. 4. Prohibited Acts. It is unlawful for any person(s) to host, allow or have control over
an  event  or  gathering,  or  intentionally  aid,  hire,  advise,  counsel,  or  conspire  with  or  otherwise
procure another to host, allow or have control over an event or gathering, at any residence,
premises, or on any other private or public property, where alcohol or alcoholic beverages are
present, when the person knows, has reason to know, or acts in reckless disregard of knowledge
that any underage person will or does consume any alcohol or alcoholic beverage, or possess any
alcohol or alcoholic beverage with the intent to consume it, and the person fails to take
reasonable steps to prevent possession or consumption by the underage person(s).

Subd. 5. Exceptions.  This ordinance does not apply to:

a. Conduct solely between an underage person and his or her parent while present in
the parent’s household.

b. Legally protected religious observances.

Subd. 6.  Enforcement. This ordinance can be enforced by any licensed peace officer in the
county.

Subd. 7.  Severability.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, word, or other
portion of this ordinance is, for any reason, held to be unconstitutional or invalid, in whole, or in
part, by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed severable, and such
unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this
ordinance, which remaining portions shall continue in full force and effect.



Subd. 8.  Penalty.  Any person who violates Subdivision 4 is guilty of a misdemeanor.  Any
person found guilty of a misdemeanor under this ordinance shall be punished as provided by the
Laws of the State of Minnesota for misdemeanor violations.

Subd. 9.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall take effect May 26, 2010.

Action #13 – It was moved by Kim Smith, seconded by Kevin Troupe and carried
unanimously to approve the following resolution:

Resolution #13 – 5/26/10

BE IT RESOLVED to close at the meeting at 7:55pm pursuant to Minnesota
Statute §13D.03 to consider strategy for labor negotiations, including negotiation
strategies or developments and discussion and review of labor negotiation proposals,
conducted pursuant to sections §179A.01 to §179A.25.

Those present during the closed portion of the meeting include Commissioners Kevin Troupe,
Roger Crawford, Les Nielsen, Kathi Ellis and Kim Smith.  Also present were County
Coordinator Dan Weber, Negotiations Advisor Jerry Tvedt and County Attorney Amy
Brosnahan.

Action #14 – It was moved by Roger Crawford, seconded by Kim Smith and carried
unanimously to reopen the meeting at 8:21pm.

Action #15 – It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Roger Crawford and carried
unanimously to adjourn at 8:35pm and to meet again on Wednesday, June 9, 2010 at 9:00am.

Signed____________________________________________________
   Chairperson of the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners,
   Kanabec County, Minnesota

Attest: _______________________________________
Board Clerk
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