
PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNTY BOARD  
 

} State of Minnesota   
County of Kanabec 
Office of the County Coordinator 
 
November 17, 2004 
 

The Kanabec County Board of Commissioners met at 9:00am on Wednesday, November 
17, 2004 pursuant to adjournment with the following Board Members present: Stan Cooper, 
Kathi Ellis, Jerry Nelson, Les Nielsen, and Dennis McNally.   
 
 The Chairperson led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 Action #1 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve the agenda with the following changes: sheriff’s staffing request. 
    
 Action #2 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve the November 10, 2004 minutes of the Kanabec County Board of 
Commissioners as corrected:   
  a. At Action #14, show County Attorney Joe Loren as present during the 
      closed portion of the meeting.  
  b. Action #16, add the word ‘to’ after “BE IT RESOLVED”.  
  c. Action #17, add the word ‘to’ after “BE IT RESOLVED”. 
  d. Action #17, add the letter ‘s’ to ‘resource’ in Subdivision 1. 
  e. Action #17, correct the indents 
 
 

Action #3 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Dennis McNally, and carried 
unanimously to recess the board meeting at 9:07am to a time immediately following the Human 
Service Board. 
 
 

The Kanabec County Human Service Board met at 9:07am on Wednesday, November 
17, 2004 pursuant to public notice with the following Board Members present: Kathi Ellis, Stan 
Cooper, Jerry Nelson, Les Nielsen, and Dennis McNally.  Phil Peterson, Family Service Agency 
Director, presented the Human Services agenda. Items discussed included the budget, staffing, 
finances and other agency business.    
 
 Action #HS4 - It was moved by Stan Cooper, seconded by Dennis McNally, and carried 
unanimously to approve the agenda of the Human Service Board with the following additions: 
  7. Abstract approval 
  8. Interagency agreement 
 
  
Action #HS5 - Jerry Nelson introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption: 
 



Resolution HS5 – 11/17/04 
 
  BE IT RESOLVED to authorize the Family Service Agency to spend up to  

$800.00 for Christmas gifts for Foster Care children. 
 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Stan 
Cooper and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted: 
 

IN FAVOR THEREOF: Dennis McNally, Jerry Nelson, Kathi Ellis, Stan Cooper 
OPPOSED: None 
ABSTAIN: Les Nielsen 

 
whereupon the resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.  
 
 
 Action #HS6 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve payment of 144 claims on Welfare Funds totaling $345,103.46. 
 

Action #HS7 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 
unanimously to adjourn the Human Service Board at 10:05am to meet again in regular session on 
Wednesday, December 15, 2004 at 9:05am. 
 
 
 The meeting of the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners resumed. 
 
 Each commissioner gave a report of the activities of the Boards and Committees in which 
they participate. 
 

Action #8 – It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Dennis McNally, and carried 
unanimously to recess the board meeting at 10:16am to a time immediately following the Public 
Health Board. 

 
 
 The Kanabec County Public Health Board met at 10:16am on Wednesday, November 
17, 2004 pursuant to public notice with the following Board Members present: Kathi Ellis, Stan 
Cooper, Jerry Nelson, Les Nielsen, and Dennis McNally.  Wendy Thompson, Public Health 
Director, presented the Health Board agenda. Items discussed included agency finances, 
contracts, staffing and other agency business. 
 
 Action #PH9 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve the Public Health Board Agenda with the following additions:   

a. claim for repairs on the mini bus 
   b. Interagency agreement 
 
 Action #PH10 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Dennis McNally, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 



Resolution PH10 – 11/17/04 
 

Resolution Authorizing Execution of Grant Agreement 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that Kanabec County Public Health enter into a grant agreement 
with the Division of Traffic Safety in the Minnesota Department of Public Safety for the project 
entitled “Buckle Up Teens” during the period from November 1, 2004 through September 30, 
2005. The Director of Public Health is hereby authorized to execute such Grant agreements as 
are necessary to implement the project on behalf of Kanabec County Board of Health of Kanabec 
County on November 17, 2004. 
 
 
 Action #PH11 -  It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Stan Cooper, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution PH11 – 11/17/04 
  

ORDER OF THE BOARD 
 
WHEREAS there is an upcoming vacancy in the position of Home Health Aide 

Coordinator, and 
 

WHEREAS the board desires to refill this position; 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the County Board authorizes Public Health Service 
Director Wendy Thompson and the County Personnel Director to hire a Home Health 
Aide Coordinator to refill the vacant position at Step A, Range 7 of the pay plan which is 
$13.63 per hour or the rate set by rule for internal promotion, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the hours of work for this position be 

limited to those budgeted. 
 
 
 Action #PH12 -  It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Stan Cooper, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution PH12 – 11/17/04 
  

ORDER OF THE BOARD 
 
WHEREAS there is an upcoming vacancy in the position of Public Health Nurse, 

and 
 

WHEREAS the board desires to refill this position; 
 



BE IT RESOLVED that the County Board authorizes Public Health Service 
Director Wendy Thompson and the County Personnel Director to hire a Public Health 
Nurse to refill the vacant position at Step A, Range 11 of the pay plan which is $17.21 
per hour or the rate set by rule for internal promotion, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the hours of work for this position be 

limited to those budgeted. 
 
 

Action #PH13 -  It was moved by Stan Cooper, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution PH13 – 11/17/04 
ORDER OF THE BOARD 

 
WHEREAS there is a vacancy in the position of Home Health Aide, and 

 
WHEREAS the board desires to refill this position; 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the County Board authorizes Public Health Service 

Director Wendy Thompson and the County Personnel Director to hire a Home Health 
Aide to refill the vacant position at $11.71 per hour or the rate set by rule for internal 
promotion, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the hours of work for this position be 

limited to those budgeted. 
 
 
 Action #PH14 - It was moved by Stan Cooper, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve payment of a claim totaling $1,875.00 to the Commissioner of Finance 
for the Public Health Service Home Care license. 
 

Action #PH15 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 
unanimously to adjourn the Public Health Board at 11:10am to meet again in regular session on 
Wednesday, December 15, 2004 at 10:05am. 
 
 
 The meeting of the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners resumed. 
  

11:10am - The Chairperson then called for public comment.  Those who responded  
included:  

 
Bob Swetz Comments and questions about the jail meetings. 
Bob Mayo Can he comment at the 12:35pm appointment? 

 
 11:25am - The Chairperson closed public comment. 
 



 Commissioners continued with reports of the activities of the Boards and Committees in 
which they participate. 
 
 11:38am - County Assessor Sue Kondratowicz and County Attorney Joe Loren met with 
the board to discuss their proposed 2005 budgets.  No action was taken at this time. 
 
 Action #16 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Stan Cooper, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 16 – 11/17/04 
ORDER OF THE BOARD 

 
WHEREAS County Attorney Joe Loren has requested authority to add an  

additional Assistant County Attorney to his staff, and 
 

WHEREAS the board desires to fill this position; 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the County Board authorizes County Attorney Joe 
Loren and the County Personnel Director to hire an Assistant County Attorney to fill the 
position at Step A, Range 16 of the pay plan which is $23.03 per hour or the rate set by 
rule for internal promotion, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the hours of work for this position be 

limited to those budgeted. 
 
 
 
 12:10pm - The board took an 8-minute break. 
 
 Action #17 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Stan Cooper, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 17 – 11/17/04 
 

WHEREAS the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners has presented the 
board with a Step 3 grievance in accordance with Article 6.4 of the current I.U.O.E. 
Local 49 bargaining unit contract, and 
 
 WHEREAS the board has reviewed the facts of the grievance, and 
 
 WHEREAS the board finds that the grievance and remedy requested are not  
supported by contract language; 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED to deny the grievance by Local 49 for Alvan Berhardt for  
partial month vacation pay compensation. 

 



 
 12:36pm - Environmental Services Director Teresa Bearce met with the County Board to 
discuss matters concerning wetlands.  No action was taken at this time. 
 
 12:55pm - County Engineer Greg Nikodym met with the County Board to discuss 
matters concerning CSAH 24.  No action was taken at this time. 
 
 1:10pm - County Sheriff Steve Schulz, Chief Deputy Bob Jensen and Jail Administrator 
Joanne Nelson met with the County Board to discuss matters concerning the 2005 proposed 
budget and staffing. 
 
 Action #18 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 18 – 11/17/04 
 ORDER OF THE BOARD 

 
WHEREAS County Sheriff Steve Schulz has requested authority to add an  

additional Deputy Sheriff to his staff, and 
 

WHEREAS the board desires to fill this position; 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the County Board authorizes County Sheriff Steve  
Schulz and the County Personnel Director to hire a Deputy Sheriff to fill the position at  
$15.27  per hour or the rate set by rule for internal promotion, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the hours of work for this position be 

limited to those budgeted. 
 
 
 
 Action #19 - It was moved by Stan Cooper, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to designate the following as voting delegates to the Association of Minnesota 
Counties: 
  Family Service Agency Director Phil Peterson  
  County Engineer Greg Nikodym 
  County Coordinator Alan B. Peterson 
 
 Action #20 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Stan Cooper, and carried 
unanimously to recess the meeting at 3:02pm to meet again at 3:30pm in the meeting room of the 
County Coordinator’s Office for Assessor interviews. 
 

The Kanabec County Board of Commissioners met at 3:30pm on Wednesday, November 
17, 2004 pursuant to recess with the following Board Members present: Stan Cooper, Kathi Ellis, 
Jerry Nelson, Les Nielsen, and Dennis McNally.   

 
The board conducted interviews for the position of County Assessor. 



 
 Action #21 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 
unanimously to recess the meeting at 5:58pm to meet again at 9:00am on Saturday, November 
20, 2004 in the meeting room of the County Coordinator’s Office. 
 

The Kanabec County Board of Commissioners met at 9:00am on Saturday, November 20, 
2004 pursuant to recess with the following Board Members present: Stan Cooper, Kathi Ellis, 
Jerry Nelson, Les Nielsen, and Dennis McNally.   

 
The board continued with interviews for the position of County Assessor. 

 
 Action #22 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Dennis McNally, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 22 – 11/17/04 
ORDER OF THE BOARD 

 
  WHEREAS the county board decided by Resolution #4-08/25/04 to refill the 
 impending vacancy in the position of County Assessor, and 
 

WHEREAS the board has solicited candidates, examined their credentials, 
conducted interviews, performed background checks and is prepared to make a job offer; 

 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED to offer Larry Austin the position of 

Kanabec County Assessor for a term beginning January 1, 2005 and expiring December 
31, 2008, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if Austin is available to start prior to 

January 1, 2005, he will be employed in the Assessor’s office at under the same 
employment terms until he assumes office on January 1, 2005. 

 
 

Action #23 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 
unanimously to adjourn at 9:52am to meet in regular session on Wednesday, November 24, 2004 
at 6:30pm. 
 
 
 

Signed____________________________________________________ 
Chairperson of the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners,  
Kanabec County, Minnesota 

 
 
 

Attest: ________________________________ 
Kanabec County Coordinator 
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