
PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNTY BOARD 
 

} State of Minnesota   
County of Kanabec      
Office of the County Coordinator 
 
November 9, 2005 
   

The Kanabec County Board of Commissioners met at 9:00am on Wednesday, November 
9, 2005 pursuant to adjournment with the following Board Members present: Stan Cooper, Les 
Nielsen, Jerry Nelson and Kathi Ellis.   
 
 The Chairperson led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 Action #1 - It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 
unanimously to approve the agenda with the addition of the following: 
   a. East Central Solid Waste Commission Tipping Fees 
   b. Adult Use Ordinance 
 
 Action #2 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried 
unanimously to approve the October 26, 2005 minutes of the Kanabec County Board of 
Commissioners as presented. 
 
 9:04am - County Engineer Greg Nikodym met with the County Board to discuss matters 
concerning the Highway Department. 
 

Action #3 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried 
unanimously to approve payment of a claim of $387,356.78 to Landwehr Construction as partial 
payment for bridge replacement on projects SAP 33-598-14 (CR 49, Southfork Groundhouse 
River), SAP 33-598-15 (CR 67, Mud Creek) and SAP 33-598-16 (CR 82, Snowshoe Brook).  

 
Action #4 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 

unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 4 – 11/09/05 
 

WHEREAS the county board has been presented with a request to pay Right-of-
Way claims on SP 33-620-08, the reconstruction of County State Aid Highway 20 north 
from CSAH 3 to CSAH 5; 

 
BE IT RESOLVED to pay the following Right-of-Way claims: 

          
Elliel & Dorothy Knutsen $  6,254.40 
Samuel & Diana Rankin $13,675.20 
Thomas & Nancy Barnes $  1,459.10 
La Vern Huntington $  7,899.90 



Marvin & Verna Mae Johnson $  3,264.60 
 
 
 Action #5 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 5 – 11/09/05 
 
WHEREAS the board has been presented with claims for recycling  

efforts to be paid from SCORE Funds, and 
 
   WHEREAS these claims have been reviewed, tabulated and approved by  

the Kanabec County Solid Waste Officer, and  
 
   WHEREAS SCORE Funds appear adequate for the purpose; 
 
   BE IT RESOLVED to approve payment of the following September,  

2005 claims on SCORE Funds: 
 

Quality Disposal $3,200.00
Knife Lake Sanitation $1,200.00
TOTAL $4,400.00

 
 
 Action #6 - It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following paid claims: 
 

Aquila 2,205.61 
Arm of Minnesota 1,010.00 
Assurant Employee Benefits 2,829.08 
Assurant Employee Benefits 851.34 
Braham Public Schools 23,073.00 
Brown Law Office 172.50 
Commissioner of Transportation 425.00 
East Central School Dist 10,511.00 
Federated Coop 4,128.00 
GMCU 330.96 
Hinckley-Finlayson Schools 5,911.00 
Isle Public Schools 7,958.00 
Milaca Public Schools 1,349.00 
Mn Dept of Finance 7,164.25 
MN Dept of Health 1,787.50 
MN Dept of Transportation 250.00 
MN Mutual Life 338.50 



Mora Fire Dept 590.00 
Mora Municipal Utilities 8,770.89 
Mora Public Schools 228,667.00 
Northstar Access 1,154.34 
Ogilvie Fire Dept 30.00 
Ogilvie Public Schools 105,507.00 
Pine City Public Schools 3.72 
Powermakers 1,311.50 
Roelofs, Kevin & Kim 100.00 
Rural Cellular Corp 1,712.64 
Sandfi Pasteur 1,225.08 
T-Mobile 167.75 
T-Mobile 718.36 
Tober, Tony 100.00 
Town & Country Oil 19,507.80 
Tramm, Wade 100.00 
Treasurer, Kanabec Co 64,111.38 
Trupe, Steve 100.00 
Total 504,172.20 
    
Snake River Watershed   
Dilks, Bill 382.59 
ERA Laboratories 611.00 
Fish Lake Improvement Assoc 1,000.00 
Gutzwiller, Jim 1,231.00 
Hach Co 53.25 
Office Depot 23.06 
Lakeside Medical Center 3,475.00 
Total 6,775.90 

 
 Action #7 -  It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve payment of the following claims on the funds indicated: 
 

Revenue Fund 
A&A Enterprises        201.96 
Ace Hardware          22.86 
Ace Hardware          50.67 
Action Target      2,487.45 
Aitkin Medical        289.67 
American Business Solutions        632.78 
AmeriPride        307.50 
AmeriPride          58.84 



Ammerman, Kari          61.60 
Ammerman, Roy        160.00 
Anderson, Karen        295.85 
Anderson, Kathryn        274.51 
Armstrong, Becci          44.14 
Assoc of MN Counties          15.00 
Assoc of MN Counties        325.00 
Auto Value          89.04 
Auto Value            6.38 
Automation Supply        162.28 
Bernhardt, Maria        567.45 
Biever, Laurie        155.21 
Blackwell Publishing        465.00 
Bob Barker Co        259.90 
Briggs        301.90 
Briggs        482.80 
Budget Lighting        289.36 
Buzzano's Pizzeria        110.00 
Cambridge Medical Center        339.50 
Cassman, Deb        205.16 
Coborns          96.39 
Coborns          14.46 
Coborns        500.77 
Coborns Long Term Care Pharmacy      1,674.91 
Coborns Pharmacy      1,096.50 
Coborns Pharmacy            9.00 
Commissioner of Finance      1,875.00 
Consolidated Telephone            8.68 
CPS        151.97 
Cummins Npower          33.97 
Derby Industries        419.00 
DHL Express          13.47 
Don's Towing        538.63 
Drug Detection Devices        398.52 
E911        100.00 
East Central Exterminating          85.20 
East Central Regional Juvenile Center      1,032.00 
East Central Regional Juvenile Center      4,128.00 
EBSC        572.00 
ECM Publishers        134.00 
Ecowater Systems          76.25 
Elfstrum, Brenda        238.14 



Erbstoesser, Arnie        474.84 
Fat Daddy's Auto Parts        223.00 
Federated Coops          92.18 
Florida Micro        307.73 
Florida Micro          29.91 
Florida Micro        133.86 
Florida Micro        193.88 
Florida Micro        659.40 
Franklin Covey          63.85 
Fred Pryor Seminars        399.00 
Fresonke, Lew        160.00 
Friday, Jenny          78.57 
Gall's Inc          74.96 
Glens Tire        227.37 
Gorham Oien Mechanical        336.00 
Grant, Donald        821.38 
Grant, Jesse        190.65 
Haeg, John      1,960.00 
Hamstad Rebecca          49.47 
Handyman's Inc        189.83 
Hannu, JoAnn        298.77 
Harff, Shirley        539.60 
Henderson, Paul        287.73 
Hennepin Co Medical Center        432.00 
Hillyard          24.68 
Hopkins Medical        160.70 
Horizon Towing        596.41 
Howard, Carey        412.74 
Inter-Tel Technologies        495.00 
Inter-Tel Technologies        495.00 
Ivans          25.99 
Jim's Locksmithing            6.39 
Johnson, Dawn          46.08 
Johnson, Jeanette        285.19 
Johnsons Hardware          17.45 
Johnson-Stassen, Debee        262.39 
Kanabec Co Hwy Dept            3.00 
Kanabec Co Public Health          15.00 
Kanabec Hospital      8,778.43 
Kanabec Hospital      2,595.00 
Kanabec Publications        949.44 
Kanabec Publications        337.16 



Keefe Supply Co        747.98 
Kleven, Bud            4.85 
Knutson, Michelle          25.22 
Knutson, Michelle          26.99 
Knutson, Michelle          69.99 
Lakes Gas Co          31.63 
Laska, Millie      1,462.89 
Lennox, Wade        107.25 
Lenny's Service        211.49 
Lippincott Williams & Wilkins        149.95 
Loren, Joe        282.76 
MAAP          20.00 
MacNeil Environmental        750.00 
MACO          20.00 
Magaard, Deb        477.73 
Magaard, Derek        325.00 
Marco        105.32 
Marco          97.01 
Martin, Bill          13.58 
Matthew Bender        409.52 
Maul, Barb          70.82 
MCCC      1,764.00 
MCCC      3,159.99 
MCCC        203.40 
MCCC      1,980.00 
Metro Sales        224.00 
Mike Nelson's Auto Glass        198.36 
Minnesota County Attorneys Assoc          37.28 
Minnesota State Law Library          50.00 
MN Bureau Criminal Apprehension        109.50 
MN Office of Enterprise Tech            6.00 
Moore Medical        299.99 
Moore Medical          39.05 
Mora Bakery          28.50 
Mora Schools      4,500.00 
Myron Corp        268.09 
NACO        380.00 
Nash, Kelly          19.50 
Nash, Kelly          78.00 
National District Attorneys Assoc          90.00 
Nelson's        158.17 
Noble Wear        136.20 



Norby's Cleaning      2,400.00 
Novus      1,339.06 
Oak Gallery          14.19 
Oak Gallery          44.48 
Office Depot        119.18 
Office Depot          44.38 
Office Depot        113.47 
Office Depot        408.57 
Office Depot          90.29 
Office Depot            5.37 
Office Depot      1,003.23 
Office Depot        103.97 
Office Depot          33.99 
Office Depot        363.44 
Office Depot        133.83 
Office Depot        179.25 
Ogilvie Schools      4,500.00 
Olson & Swanson Funeral Chapel        300.00 
Olson, Rhonda          28.62 
O'Reilly, Molly        396.73 
Oslin Lumber          79.01 
Oslin Lumber        122.48 
Pamida          48.83 
Pamida          41.15 
Parallel Technologies      2,200.00 
Parallel Technologies      1,208.70 
Pearson Learning Group        151.09 
Peterson, Walter        318.71 
Pfiffner, Betty        816.26 
Quality Disposal        350.74 
Raiche, Nancy        402.55 
Reed, Terrie        242.02 
Richard, Lila        319.50 
Ringler, Jennie        449.12 
Rogne, Renita        157.17 
RS Eden          88.35 
RS Eden            9.45 
Rural Cellular            6.99 
S&T        865.58 
Safe Kids Worldwide          70.00 
Sandberg, Bev        208.55 
Sandstone Distributing          39.94 



Schewe, Bob        325.08 
Schroeder, Janelle        480.64 
Scofield, Becca          92.64 
Sedlacek, Lowell            9.32 
Sedlacek, Lowell            7.99 
Sheriff, Isanti Co        715.00 
Sheriffs Youth Program      6,256.74 
Sjodin, Roberta        221.65 
SkillPath Seminars        298.00 
Snowflake Distributing        378.00 
Stahlke's          85.00 
State of MN            3.65 
Stericycle          17.50 
Stevens, Joel          53.51 
Superior Billing            9.78 
Swanson, Lori        267.05 
Thompson, Wendy        583.46 
T-Mobile          85.81 
U of MN        107.00 
U of MN      8,010.16 
U of MN          40.00 
UHL Co          67.03 
Vogel, Darla        205.16 
Voight, Jackie        228.44 
Watson Co        343.49 
Watson Co        488.71 
Weber, Dan          80.90 
Weber, Dan          69.84 
Weber, Dan          26.99 
West Payment Center        399.39 
West Payment Center      1,240.72 
West Payment Center        521.49 
Total  106,267.09 

 
Road & Bridge 

Ace Hardware          183.75  
Alamo Sales Group          319.93  
Allina Medical Clinic            15.00  
Ameripride          549.54  
Ashworth Appliance & Electronics            57.49  
Auto Glass Center, Inc.          293.19  
Auto Value Mora        4,634.25  
Bentley Systems, Inc.          759.56  



Boyer Trucks        1,277.55  
CCP Industries Inc.          219.95  
Chamberlain Oil Co., Inc.        1,221.26  
Commissioner of Transportation        1,171.84  
Erickson Engineering          110.00  
Florida Micro, LLC        2,266.96  
Foley-Belsaw Co            24.04  
Force America Inc          143.75  
Glen's Tire            654.09  
Hovland Lumber            18.82  
Kanabec Publications          202.50  
Kris Engineering, Inc.        8,671.81  
Lake Superior College - SPO          625.00  
Lila Richards, The Cleaning Agent          910.58  
Mattson Electric          105.01  
Minn. Dept. of Transportation            250.00  
MN Fall Maintenance Expo          100.00  
North American Salt Co.      21,990.81  
Olsen Companies          341.80  
Onamia NAPA Auto Parts          475.23  
Oslin Lumber              7.19  
Oxygen Service Company          951.40  
Pine Eye Associates            25.00  
Power Plan        1,561.33  
Quality Disposal Systems, Inc.          111.35  
Quill            90.47  
Reed Business Information          323.20  
River Valley Truck Centers        1,082.16  
Road Machinery & Supplies Co.          248.26  
S & T Office Products              5.15  
Sundown Paving & Excavating LLP          400.00  
University of Minnesota  Vendor # 
1392        1,350.00  
Watson Co Inc          127.48  
Zahl-Petroleum Maintenance Co        1,350.54  
Ziegler Inc.        7,208.60  
Total:      62,435.84  

 
 9:35am - Information Systems Director Jessie Ruckle met with the County Board to 
discuss matters concerning her office.  Mora City Administrator Joel Dhein was also present. 
No action was taken at this time. 
 
 10:00am - Commissioner Dennis McNally arrived.  
 
 10:02am - Jail Administrator Joanne Nelson met with the County Board to discuss 
matters concerning equipment and travel.  Also present was Chief Deputy Sheriff Robert Jensen. 
 



 Action #8 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to authorize the purchase of an industrial quality vacuum cleaner at a cost not to 
exceed $820.00. 
 
 Action #9 - Les Nielsen introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption: 
 

Resolution 9 – 11/09/05 
 
  WHEREAS Sheriff’s office employees have an opportunity to travel to  
 Atlanta, Georgia to research firsthand different detention products which may affect the  
 design of a potential jail in Kanabec County, and 
 
  WHEREAS costs of air travel, food and lodging will not be the expense of  
 Kanabec County; 
 
  BE IT RESOLVED to authorize Jail Administrator Joanne Nelson and Chief  

Deputy Sheriff Robert Jensen to travel to Atlanta, Georgia to research firsthand 
detention products.     

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Kathi 

Ellis and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted: 
 

IN FAVOR THEREOF: Jerry Nelson, Les Nielsen, Kathi Ellis 
OPPOSED: Dennis McNally, Stan Cooper 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
whereupon the resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.  

 
 Action #10 - It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 10 – 11/09/05 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED to appoint County Coordinator Alan B. Peterson as voting 
delegate to the Annual Meeting of the Minnesota Counties Insurance Trust. 

 
 10:20am - The board took up the matter of property surveys.  Also present were 
Auditor/Treasurer Denise Cooper, Deputy Auditor B Roberta Anderson, County Recorder 
Rhonda Olson, Environmental Services Director Teresa Bearce and County Assessor Dan 
Weber. 
 
 Action #11 - Dennis McNally introduced the following resolution and moved its 
adoption: 



Resolution 11 – 11/09/05 
 

WHEREAS land splits within Kanabec County have been done by exemption 
certificate, plat and--if quarter/quarter or greater--by the Auditor/Treasurer’s office, and 

 
WHEREAS surveys are typically required on plats, but not the other forms of 

land division, and 
 

WHEREAS the absence of accurate surveys may cause confusion over property 
rights, misplaced structures, conflict between neighbors and financial hardship, and 

 
WHEREAS the increasing number of parcels, and the increasing number of 

smaller parcels, in Kanabec County makes property surveys even more important; 
 

BE IT RESOLVED to refer the subject to the Planning Commission for their 
review, analysis and recommendations. 

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Kathi 

Ellis and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted: 
 

IN FAVOR THEREOF: Dennis McNally, Jerry Nelson, Kathi Ellis, Stan Cooper 
OPPOSED: Les Nielsen 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
whereupon the resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.  
 
 10:44am - Environmental Services Director Teresa Bearce met with the County Board to 
discuss matters concerning Wetlands.  The question was deferred until later in the meeting to 
allow time for Public Comment. 
 

11:10am - The Chairperson then called for public comment.  Those who responded 
included: 

 
Bob Swetz Use caution on requiring surveys. 

 
 11:14am - The Chairperson closed public comment.   
 

11:30am - The board then took a 6-minute break. 
 
11:36am - Dan Crowell met with the County Board to discuss matters concerning limits 

of the Shoreland Ordinance.  Also present was Environmental Services Director Teresa Bearce. 
 
Action #12 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Jerry Nelson, and carried 

unanimously to refer Ordinance #5 to the Planning Commission for review of limits of 
commercial use in Shoreland areas. 

 



Action #13 - It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Dennis McNally, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 

 

Resolution 13 – 11/09/05 
 

WHEREAS Minnesota Rules 8420.0200, Wetland Act Conservation Rules, 
Subdivision 2. Parts A & B reads as follows: 

 
 Subp. 2.  Local government unit duties.  
 
       A.  A local government unit must provide knowledgeable  
  and trained staff to manage the program or secure a qualified  
  delegate.  Otherwise, the board may declare a moratorium as  
  prescribed in part 8420.0260 or take other appropriate legal  
  action to assure proper implementation and compliance with this  

 chapter.  The board may establish standards and requirements       
 for training, experience, and certification.  

 
       B.  The local government unit may place the decision  
   authority for exemption, no-loss, wetland boundary and type,  
  replacement plan, and wetland banking determinations with local  
  government unit staff according to procedures it establishes.   
  For final determinations made by staff, the local government  
  unit must establish a local appeal process that includes a  
  public hearing before appointed or elected officials.  
 
and, 
 

  WHEREAS the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners has placed 
authority for wetland determinations with the county Environmental Services 
Department, and  

 
  WHEREAS the board does wish to create an appeals process; 
 
  BE IT RESOLVED to create a three person Wetland Appeal Board and, 
 

  BE IT RESOLVED that there shall be a fee posted for appeals set by 
separate resolution. 

 
 
Action #14 - Les Nielsen introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

Resolution 14 – 11/09/05 
 

  WHEREAS the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners did establish a 
Wetland Appeals Board by Board Resolution #13-11/09/05, and 

 
  WHEREAS Minnesota Rules 8420.0250 specify that a local government unit 

http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/arule/8420/0260.html


may require the petitioner to post a letter of credit, cashier's check, or cash in an amount 
not to exceed $500 per appeal; 

 
  BE IT RESOLVED to require a cashier's check or cash in an amount equal 
to $500 per appeal, and 

 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the amount posted must be returned to 
the petitioner unless there is a finding that the appeal is meritless, trivial, or brought 
solely for the purposes of delay. 

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Dennis 

McNally and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted: 
 

IN FAVOR THEREOF: Dennis McNally, Les Nielsen, Kathi Ellis, Stan Cooper 
OPPOSED: Jerry Nelson 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
whereupon the resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.  

 
 12:20pm - Chief Deputy Sheriff Robert Jensen met with the County Board to discuss 
vehicles. 
 
 Action #15 - It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 15 – 11/09/05 
 

WHEREAS the Sheriff has an immediate need to replace a squad car, and 
 
  WHEREAS the vehicle had been scheduled for replacement in 2006, and 
 

WHEREAS it is reasonable to expect that at least one vehicle will be included in 
the 2006 budget, and 

 
  WHEREAS state contract pricing on police package vehicles is: 
 
   Chevrolet Impala $17,997.50 
   Ford Crown Victoria $20,547.00 
   Dodge Charger $23,350.00 

and 
 
  WHEREAS delivery is expected to be eight weeks from order placement;  
 

BE IT RESOLVED to authorize the Sheriff to order one Police package 
Chevrolet Impala at this time out of the 2006 Budget for delivery and payment after 
January 1, 2006 at a cost of $17,997.50. 



 
 
 Action #16 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Dennis McNally, and carried 
unanimously to authorize the Sheriff’s Office to purchase a squad car light bar at a cost not to 
exceed $1,250.00. 
 
 12:36pm - Auditor/Treasurer Denise Cooper met with the County Board to discuss 
licenses. 
 
 Action #17 - It was moved by Kathi Ellis, seconded by Dennis McNally, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 17 – 11/09/05 
 

WHEREAS the board did approve an On-Off-Sunday liquor license renewal on 
June 8, 2005 by Resolution 17-06/08/05 for Robs on Knife Lake, and 

 
WHEREAS there is a request to transfer this license, and 
 
WHEREAS the Kanabec County Auditor/Treasurer has recommended the 

transfer, and 
 
 WHEREAS the application was complete, included all necessary documentation, 
appears in accordance with County Policies and the new facility owner is in good 
standing with the County; 

 
BE IT RESOLVED to approve a On-Off-Sunday liquor license transfer from 

Robs on Knife Lake to Steven K. Bowe for the facility at 2732 Highway 65, Mora, MN  
55051. 

 
 Action #18 - It was moved by Dennis McNally, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 18 – 11/09/05 
 

WHEREAS the Kanabec County Auditor/Treasurer has recommended the 
following application for beer and tobacco licenses, and 
 
 WHEREAS the application was complete, included all necessary documentation, 
appears in accordance with County Policies and the facility owner is in good standing 
with the County; 

 
BE IT RESOLVED to approve off-sale beer and tobacco licenses for Steven K. 

Bowe for the facility at 2732 Highway 65, Mora, MN  55051. 



 
 
 12:46pm - County Assessor Dan Weber met with the County Board to discuss matters 
concerning abatements. 
 
 Action #19 - It was moved by Jerry Nelson, seconded by Les Nielsen, and carried 
unanimously to approve the following resolution: 
 

Resolution 19 – 11/09/05 
 

WHEREAS the County Assessor has found clerical errors made on the data for 
certain properties in Kanabec County, and 

 
WHEREAS the County Assessor and County Auditor have indicated their 

approval of the correction of the errors as indicated by their signatures below,  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the County Board accept the recommendations of the 

County Assessor and the County Auditor and exercise the County Board’s authority 
under Minnesota Statute 375.192, Subd. 2 to approve the following abatements:  

  

Name 
Parcel 

Number Reason for Abatement/Addition 
Amount of 

Change 
Mora Seniors – 
Woodcrest Manor 22.01265.00 Tax court petition ($14,062.00)
David & Linda Tharpe M 10.90024.05 Delete MH was removed prior to January 2 ($34.00)
    
    
Total Changes   ($14,096.00)
 

Action #20 - It was moved by Les Nielsen, seconded by Kathi Ellis, and carried 
unanimously to adjourn at 1:50pm to meet in regular session on Wednesday, November 16, 2005 
at 9:00am. 
 
 
 

Signed____________________________________________________ 
Chairperson of the Kanabec County Board of Commissioners,  
Kanabec County, Minnesota 

 
 
 

Attest: ________________________________ 
Kanabec County Coordinator 
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